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Introduction 

Bairnsdale Secondary College offers an outstanding Instrumental Music Program 

which strives to produce independent, creative and competent musicians. 

Lessons and ensemble rehearsals take place in the Music Centre, located on the 

Wallace Street Campus. 

We understand and value the benefits of instrumental music education. The  

program enhances student engagement with school, allows for personal and  

social development and benefits students overall learning. Music education can 

lead to diverse and rewarding careers.  Music is a powerful tool for personal 

growth, creative expression and future success, it adds lifelong value. 

The Instrumental Music Program is primarily ensemble based. All students are in 

an ensemble and they have a weekly lesson on their chosen instrument, delivered 

by a team of highly experienced and enthusiastic teachers. 

Once students enrol, the program becomes like an elective subject with clear 

learning expectations and regular assessment and reporting. Students may 

choose to enrol in Australian Examination Board (AMEB) exams and the program 

leads to Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) subjects. As an extra-curricula 

subject, a yearly fee applies. 

*Prices are subject to change. 

Please contact Kim Green our Music Coordinator for any further enquiries. 

Email: Kim.Green@education.vic.gov.au 

Approximate New Instrument Costs 

Instrument New 

Flute $929 

Clarinet $900 

Alto Saxophone $1700 

Tenor Saxophone $2100 

Trumpet $880 

Trombone $1240 

Violin $500 

Viola $500 

Cello $1000 

Bass Guitar $450 



All students participating in the Instrumental Music Program are required to have 

an instrument to practice. If you do not own an instrument, there are several 

ways of obtaining one. 

Purchase an Instrument from an Outside Supplier 

Students wishing to purchase their own instrument outside of the College should 

seek advice from music staff to ensure they get a suitable instrument. It is 

recommended not to purchase from local supermarkets. Music staff are happy to 

check instruments and to recommend reputable instrument stores.  

New Students requiring an Instrument 

Students who are new to the program may hire an instrument for the first year 

for $200 payable prior to the instrument going home. This will be deducted from 

the cost of the instrument when they choose to purchase the instrument in the 

2nd year. Once deciding to purchase an instrument, it needs to be paid off over 2 

years.  

Instrument Purchase through the College 

Bairnsdale Secondary College offers a unique scheme for students to purchase an 

instrument. In the first year, students are able to hire an instrument from the 

College. If they choose to continue they are able to purchase the instrument. The 

initial fee of $200 comes off the cost of the instrument with the remainder paid 

off over the next two years. 

Percussion Instruments 

Students playing a percussion instrument are expected to own their own drum 

pad and drumsticks. Cost is approximately $50. 

Long Term Instrument Hire 

There are several instruments that are available for long term hire through the 

College. They are – Oboe, Tuba, Double Base, Euphonium, Tenor Saxophone, 

French Horn and Bassoons. An annual hire fee of $200 is applicable. 

 

Purchasing/Hiring Instruments 

 

Instrument Tuition 

Trumpet Flute  Violin 

Trombone Clarinet Viola 

Euphonium  Oboe  Cello 

Tuba  Saxophone Double Bass  

French Horn   Percussion   Bass Guitar  

 Bassoon  

   

Tuition cost $200 per year per instrument 

There is an information session at the start of each year where families can find 

out about the music program, meet the staff, chat with current students and look 

at the instruments. This enables students to make an informed decision when 

choosing an instrument. Once students return the enrolment form they will be 

placed in a group and can start lessons 



Lesson Times 

Students all receive a weekly group lesson. Groups are determined according to 
level and learning style. They may have up to 5 students but for the more obscure 
instruments such as French horn, Oboe or Bassoon, they are much smaller.  
 
Music lessons take place during class times and rotate throughout the school day 
so students don’t miss the same class. Senior students have lessons in study 
sessions, before school or during lunchtime or recess.  
 
Lesson times appear on Compass so that students know when their lesson times 
are.  

The Instrumental Music Program at Bairnsdale Secondary College is an ensemble 
program. All students learning an instrument at the College are expected to 
participate in an ensemble. All ensembles except the Junior String Ensemble and 
the Junior Band begin at the start of the year. Students may be in as many 
ensembles as they wish. Students who learn their instrument outside of the 
College are welcome to take part in the ensemble program. Ensemble practice is 
outside class time.  
 
Ensembles: 

 

 Junior Band, Intermediate Band and Senior Concert Band 

 Junior and Senior String Ensembles 

 Swing Band 

 Other small ensembles 
 
 

 
Note: Day and time are subject to change. 
 

 

Ensembles 

ENSEMBLE DAY TIME LEVEL 

Junior Band Wednesday 3:20 - 4:15 pm Beginners 

Junior Strings Monday 3:20 - 4:15 pm Beginners 

Intermediate Band Thursday 3:20 - 4:30 pm Intermediate 

Senior Concert Band 
Tuesday 
Friday 

3:30 - 5:00 pm 
Second Break 

Advanced 

String Ensemble Wednesday 3:20 - 4:30 pm 
Intermediate/

Advanced 

Swing Band Monday 3:20 -5:00 pm Advanced 

Improvisation Group Monday Second Break 
Intermediate/

Advanced 


