
    

  
  

 

Our school values: Respect for self. Respect for others. Respect for the environment. Be the best you can be.

 
PRINCIPAL'S REPORT 
 

Anzac Day Commemorations 
On Wednesday, April 24, we held an Anzac Day ceremony 
followed by a whole school Anzac Assembly. We were honoured 
to have retired Major David Lewien participate in both these 
events which commemorated the first major military action 
fought by Australian and New Zealand forces in WW1. We also 
thank our students who participated in these events in the 
official capacity as 3.1.3 Army Cadets. The Anzac legend is an 
important part of our national identity which has shaped the 
ways in which we view both our past and our future.  
 
Our College Captains were also involved in Bairnsdale’s Anzac 
Day march and ceremony on April 25, laying a wreath on behalf 
of the College community.  
 

Left to right: Mr. Emrah Karacan (BSC staff member), Lydia 
Ingram (College Vice Captain), Tom Southen (College Captain), 
Major David Lewien, Annie Rogers (College Captain), Peter Falla 
(BSC Assistant Principal) and Riley Carroll (College Vice Captain). 

 
Celebrating Student Achievement 
At the end of last term we also held a large assembly to 
celebrate student achievement.   
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
The Assembly of Achievement acknowledged and celebrated 
the achievements of Bairnsdale Secondary College students in 
a range of fields including sport, music and leadership. We 
recognised the outstanding efforts these students have made 
to achieve their goals, engage in life-changing experiences and 
contribute to their own learning.  
 
We also note that the achievements have not come about 
because these people are exceptional, but because they have 
made an effort - often an extraordinary one. Outstanding 
achievements are always the result of effort and 
commitment, and it is this that we celebrate. A list of some 
award winners and student leaders follows this report.  
 
We congratulate all students who received awards, and also 
all the students in our College who achieve outstanding things 
through their everyday actions and words. We recognise the 
small acts of kindness, determination to overcome hardships, 
support of friends in need and working hard to achieve a goal; 
these things make a difference in our students’ lives and the 
lives of others.  
 
Ian Hall  
Principal 
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Year 7 Student Leadership Team 
 

 
Jacob Alexander Ryan  Morgan 
Kristine Beria Ethan Mounsey 
Dee Bissett Lilly  O'Brien 
Jasmine  Elphick Kobe Smith  
Maya Forbes Bess Smith-Entink 
Holly Fyfe Jordan Stephenson 
Owen Hicks Lara Tincknell 
Kayla Jennison Lily Townsend 
John Junge Jarno Van Der Knijff 
Oliver  Lambert Erin van Dyck 
Ethan Lewis Matilda Wheatfill-Edes 
William Martin Tiana White 

 

Year 8 Student Leadership Team 
 

 
Sophie  Alexander Luke  Radford 
Jett Alleyn-Cowell Alison  Redenbach 
Jack  Bell Ryan  Reidy 
Gabby  Foster Honey  Wheeler 
Jordy  Gardam   
Lydia  Gudgin   
Julia Jeanes   
Anna Mooney   

 

Year 9 Student Leadership Team 
 

 
Tom  Hayden Lexia  Peirce 
Emma  Holmes Alex  Smith 
Leah  Kynoch Rebecca  Stephens 
Isaac  Mounsey Molly  Westhorpe 

 

Year 10 Student Leadership Team 
 

 
Amy  Blanks  Ruby  Herbstreit  
Boris Bryant Chloe  Long  
Caleb Ellett Alex Nancarrow 
Taryn  Gardam  Ethan Sanderson 
Niomi  Gorham Ariez  Silvino  
Abbey  Hardwick Jobe Somerville 
Destiny  Harrison  Lillian  Strong 

 

Year 11 Student Leadership Team 
 

 
Connie  Barry  Kristy  Halford  
Kiara  Berry Max  Keddie 
Kaitlin Cassells Michael  Lancaster 
Jackson  Cole Jack  Rogers 
Erin  Giblett   Jasmin  Sharp 
Tahlia  Greaves-Fry Jaime  Zizman 

 

Year 12 Student Leadership Team 
 

 
Jack Ballantyne Hayden  Musgrave-Evans 
Laughlin  Barlow  Thomas  Poynton 
Tegan  Benedetti Kala Rose 
Breanna  Chippindall   Lara  Thomas 
Jessica  Cole Caitlin-Anne  Wharton 
Abbie  Collins Annie Rogers 
Brooke  Dilkes Tom  Southen 
Mitchell  Hewett Riley Carroll 
Nicholas Hood Lydia  Ingram 
Leigh Mitchell   
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2019 Music Captains 
 

 
Thomas Poynton Senior Band Concert Master 
Zoe Chapman Senior Band Concert Master 
Annie Rogers Swing Band Leader 
Samuel Veldhuizen Swing Band Leader 

 

Individual Achievement Awards 
 

 
Thomas Poynton One of 9 students state-wide accepted into 

the Accelerando Program at Melbourne 
Recital Centre 

Kate Holzapfel Second in three events at the Head of the 
School Girl’s Regatta 

Rhyan Bailey The Australian Scout Medallion (one of the 
top scout awards possible) 

Jasmine Francis Third place in 1-2-5 dinghy sailing Victorian 
State Championships  

Kobe Miller The Australian Scout Medallion  
Ashlee Van Den Broek 

Silver medal at Taekwon-Do CHITF World 
Championship 2019 

 

Bus Captains 
 

 
Bonny Paterson Claire James 
Bryce Ford Shakira Petruccelle 
Kasey Wilson Kasey Ramsdell 
Beau Nation Abby Musgrave-Evans 
James Baker Jasmin Sharp 

Rhianah Armstrong Kobe Miller 
Ethan Bastian Hood Nicholas 
Hope Emery Mathew Hammond 
Kaitlin O'Brien Robert Belskyj 
Jordi Williams   

 
WARGOMERRIN HUB – YEAR 7  
 
 

We have welcomed Term 2 with its sunny autumn days and cool 
mornings but take this opportunity to remind all Year 7 students 
to wear appropriate warm uniform items. If there are any 
families experiencing difficulties with getting access to 
uniforms, please call the Year 7 Hub for assistance. 
 

 
 
At the end of Term 1 the students enjoyed the team building 
activities at the Archery Park.  Although disappointed that our 
Coonawarra camp had been postponed, students were given 
the opportunity to build relationships, challenge themselves 
and have fun. Our Year 7s also experienced their first whole 
school Assembly of Achievement. Many Year 7 students 
received awards at the assembly and we congratulate them. 
 
We remind families that NAPLAN is coming up in weeks 4 and 5. 
If any families have questions regarding the testing please don’t 
hesitate to call the Year 7 Hub. Also, a reminder that Term 2 
sports sign-up sheets are at the Hub ready for interested 
students. 
 
The Grade 5/6 Information Night on Wednesday, May 8 had 
many of our Year 7 students assisting with presentations to local 
primary school students and their families. Congratulations to 
those students for their involvement and leadership during this 
time. 
 
Last, we encourage our Year 7 students to continue to ‘be the 
best they can be’ every day. 
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 WURRIN HUB – YEAR 8 – 9 
 
 

Happy Easter and welcome back to Term 2! 
 
The Wurrin Hub welcomes Raelene Jeffrey as a new Coordinator 
to our team. Raelene was once a Bairnsdale Secondary College 
student, and has now returned to East Gippsland after teaching 
in Melbourne for many years. Welcome back, Raelene! 
 
The Student Leadership Team is excited about a new term with 
lots of events to look forward to; including IDAHOBIT day, 
Reconciliation week and the Athletics day. They intend to focus 
on two of our School’s values this term; Respect for self, and 
respect for the environment and are planning activities for the 
cohort around these themes. 
The Student Leadership Team would like to encourage their 
peers to: 

 respect themselves, follow their consciences and think   

before they act 

 look after their environment and put their rubbish in 

the bin. 

The team looks forward to more opportunities to bring the 
students together to celebrate our School and their 
achievements.  

 
Anti-bullying day 

 

NAPLAN ONLINE TESTING 
 
In 2019 all NAPLAN testing for Years 7 and 9 will take place 
online. The new test format means that the tests adapt to each 
student’s level of understanding, making them more 
meaningful to individual students. Our students were given an 
opportunity to practise the online format at the end of Term 1 
and feedback was that the online system was user-friendly and 
engaging. The NAPLAN Public Demonstration site is available for 
all families to access the online test platform and can be found 

at: nap.edu.au 
 
Students will complete four tests at scheduled times 
throughout the nine day test window – from Tuesday, May 14 
to Friday, May 24. The tests are Writing, Reading, Language 
Conventions and Numeracy. The College has scheduled catch up 
sessions for students who miss a test. If you need more 
information about the test schedule, or you know your student 
will be absent during the test window, please contact the 
College.  
 
All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN Online 
tests, and we support students to try their best. There may be 
circumstances where a student requires additional support or 
withdrawal from NAPLAN tests. Exemptions from NAPLAN 

testing can also be made for some students with a disability or 
who have been speaking English for only a short time. Please 
contact the College if you think your child should be exempted, 
withdrawn or if they need additional support for NAPLAN.  

 

MALGOBILA HUB – YEAR 10 – 12 
 
 

There are many careers activities at the College and at other 
venues over the next few weeks. Many of our VCAL students are 
heading out to complete the work placement component of 
their Intermediate and Senior Certificates. 
  
The Year 12 polo tops are expected to arrive very soon. In the 
meantime, we look forward to seeing fewer students out of 
uniform as the drought relief uniform packages are distributed. 
We may be able to exchange sizes if your student has received 
something that doesn’t quite fit. Please let us know at the 
Senior Hub. Students in the Senior Hub are role models for the 
younger students and we encourage them to live our school 
values so that other students aspire to be the same. 
 
Week 8 is a very busy week for the Senior Hub. A reminder from 
our calendar that Semester 1 (VCE Units 1 and 3) finishes on 
Friday, June 14 which also includes the Monday Queen’s 
Birthday public holiday and the GAT on Wednesday, June 12. 
There will be formal practice exams for VCE English and Maths 
for Years 11 and 12 students on the Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday which will all be held in our exam centre, the old Wallace 
Street Library. Senior VCAL students will have their mid-year 
progress interviews this week, while Intermediate VCAL 
students who are not out on work placement will complete a 
task under exam conditions. Week 9 sees the start of VCE/VCAL 
Semester 2 (VCE Units 3 and 4). 
 
All Years 11 and 12 students who are attempting a VCE Unit 3 
or 4 subject are expected to complete the GAT on Wednesday, 
June 12. The GAT, administered by VCAA, will commence at 
10:00am and finish at 1:15pm. Students will have several 
opportunities here at School to learn more about the GAT, why 
VCE students should undertake and complete it, and how to 
prepare for this task.   Past GAT examination papers can be 
downloaded from the VCAA website for students wanting to get 
a head start. 
 
This term, Year 10 students will begin the process of learning 
about possible educational pathways after Year 10. These 
pathways include the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) or 
the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning with Vocational 
Education Training chiefly as part of the VCAL certificate. We 
will have a parent/carer information evening later this term so 
keep an eye out for the date which will be advertised shortly. 
Please begin these conversations with your Year 10 student at 
home.   Decisions will be confirmed by the end of week 1 in 
Term 3. 
 
We remind students that their attendance at all classes is 
essential to get the learning they need to be successful, 
regardless of whether the class is run either on or off campus. If 
a student is unable to attend a class for any reason (including an 
off-campus VET), they are asked to follow our standard absence 
procedure.  
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CAREERS NEWS 
May brings a host of Careers events and activities for students 
in which they can participate.  
 

Meet the Medical Students 
Wednesday May 8 - students interested in finding out about 
studying Medicine have been invited to share lunch with Year 2 
Monash University Medical students currently on placement at 
the Monash School of Rural Health, Bairnsdale.  The opportunity 
to meet informally over lunch and chat with students is 
invaluable in understanding the commitment, pathways and 
academic requirements necessary to undertake a medical 
degree.  
 

TIS – Tertiary Information Service Visit  
Monday May 13 - all Year 12 students will be attending the TIS 
event. This important presentation will cover the 2020 tertiary 
application process, the SEAS (Special Entry Access Scheme) and 
Scholarship applications. Following the presentation, students 
will be able to speak with representatives from all major 
universities and gather related information. 

 
East Gippsland Careers Expo 
Wednesday May 15 – The annual East Gippsland Careers Expo 
is being held in the BARC. Year 10 students will be attending 
during session 2 with Years 11 and 12 students welcome to 
attend throughout the day. With over 30+ local employers, 
organisations and tertiary providers, there will be something to 
meet most interests. Hands on activities, show bags, 
information and the opportunity to speak with employers will 
ensure students have plenty to do and see.  The Expo is a 
collaborative event,   organised jointly between Bairnsdale 
Secondary College and Federation Training.  Our Senior VCAL 
students are integral to the day, catering for over 120 exhibitors 
and attendees.  
 

ADF – Australian Defence Force 
Thursday May 16 – The annual ADF school presentation is being 
held in the Malgobila Hub at lunchtime (1.15-2.00pm) Students 
interested in finding out about careers and pathways in the 
Australian Defence Force are encouraged to attend.  
 

The Work Inspirations Program – The Smith Family 
Tuesday May 21 – Thursday May 23 
A group of Year 10 students will be participating in a three day 
Work Inspirations Program. They will visit a range of local 
businesses and organisations to investigate careers, 
employment and pathways. The students will also spend time 
developing their leadership skills, exploring their strengths/ 
areas of interest and practising writing resumes.  
 

Monash University – E-Mentoring program 
An excited group of senior students travelled to Churchill on 
Monday, April 1 to attend the induction day of the Monash 
University E-mentoring program.  Students spent time with 
program leaders undertaking activities designed to develop 
skills in leadership and understanding the qualities of a good 
mentee. At the conclusion of the activities the Access Monash 
mentors arrived from Melbourne and were introduced to their 
matched student.  Over lunch, students with similar interests 
and study aspirations bonded. The program will continue 

throughout Terms 2 and 3 
with students meeting online 
once a week to discuss set 
topics and gain support for 
the final months of Year 12.  
“My mentor is really nice and 
supportive and really excited 
about the year.” – Connor 
McKinnon (Year 12) 
“My mentor and I have met 
online.  She is really 
enthusiastic and a great 
person to talk to.” – Tegan 
Benedetti (Year 12)  
 

‘Lunch with Liv and friends’ 
On Wednesday, April 24 we were thrilled to welcome back a 
group of former students who were visiting family over the 
Easter break.  Keen to impart wisdom, hints and tips on 
transitioning from Year 12 to University these former students 
provided insights into their careers and academic  journeys thus 
far. Over lunch, students in the Senior Hub were able to ask 
questions and seek advice on accommodation, gap years, study 
and scholarships.  Undertaking a diverse range of degrees 
covering engineering, business, property evaluation, teaching, 
science, pharmacy, outdoor education, PE and health at RMIT 
University, The University of Melbourne, Victoria University, 
Federation University and La Trobe University there was a 
plethora of information and stories to share.  Our best wishes 
go with all our former students as they continue their study and 
career journeys.  A big thank you to Olivia Betts and Sam Jones 
for helping arrange the get together.  
 

 
 
Monash Rural Health Gippsland – Gippsland Open Day 
Saturday, May 25 1.00-4.00pm 
Monash Rural Health – Latrobe Regional Hospital – Traralgon 
FREE bus from Bairnsdale for students and parents 

 Boost your chances of getting into medicine 

 Learn about nursing and Allied Health opportunities 

 Participate in hands-on activities in the simulation lab 

 Speak with lecturers and current students 

 Attend information session on ‘picking the right 

subjects’ and ‘study skills’ 

 BE INSPIRED 

To book your seat please email: tina.whitney@monash.edu by 
Monday May 20. 
 
Careers website:  a reminder to students and parents/carers 
that Careers information is updated weekly on the College 
Careers website https://bairnsdalesccareers.com/ 

mailto:tina.whitney@monash.edu
https://bairnsdalesccareers.com/
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WELLBEING 
 
Second term kicked off with much excitement and fervour. We 
welcomed two staff members into our Wellbeing team; Hayley 
Blythman and Geoff Freiberg. They bring a wealth of knowledge 
from their diverse backgrounds. Geoff is our new School 
Chaplain who will mentor and support students, particularly 
from our Year 7 area. Hayley, a student support person, will 
work with students, assist with their engagement and 
encourage students with classwork. 
 
Wellbeing has been kept busy supporting and preparing for 
Bairnsdale Secondary College’s second year of participation in 
IDAHOBIT Day. IDAHOBIT is the International Day against 
homophobia, biphobia and transphobia, and is observed 
annually on May 17.  The College strives for equal treatment, 
opportunity and support for all our students and our School’s 
success is based around and guided by our core School values - 
respect for others, the environment and oneself. To be 
ultimately respectful of others is celebrating and fully honouring 
their diversity. 
 
The Wellbeing team is active in having IDAHOBIT observed at 
Bairnsdale Secondary College and we are very thankful to have 
contact with numerous staff and students who are passionate 
and eager to participate and celebrate this day. We are working 
hard to ensure this day is filled with activities and learning which 
will open our minds to the richness of human diversity. 
 

NEW SCHOOL CHAPLAIN 
 
Bairnsdale Secondary College is excited to announce the 
appointment of our new School Chaplain, Geoff Freiberg. As 
School Chaplain, Geoff’s role will be to mentor and support our 
students with an initial focus on helping our Year 7 cohort.  

Geoff has over 20  years’ experience working with youth in a 
number of community and church based programs. He 
currently runs the Bairnsdale Baptist Youth Group and 
previously worked with the ANZ Bank in Bairnsdale. His hobbies 
include 4WDriving, camping, boating and fishing. 

Geoff is passionate about seeing our youth make the most of 
their potential, both academically and in life generally.  

 
 
BREAKFAST PROGRAM 
 

The College has a breakfast program available to students every 
morning from 8.00am. Students are welcome to drop into  
W16 any weekday morning for a healthy breakfast. 

MARCH GOLDEN TICKET WINNER 
 
The first winner of the Bairnsdale Secondary College Library's 
Golden Ticket Competition is Sophie Lewendon, from 7B. Here 
is her fantastic review of the book Wicked Like Wildfire: 

 
“Dear fellow BSC Students, 
My name is Sophie Lewendon and I am from form 7B. I am 
reading Wicked like a wildfire by Lana Popovic and I found 
this book interesting. It is about two twins and their names 
are Iris and Malina and they each have a magical ability. Iris 
sees flowers as fractals and turns her kaleidoscope visions 

into glasswork.  Malina interprets 
moods as music. The girls are not 
allowed to share their magic and 
are not allowed to fall in love but 
one day their mother gets attacked 
and this all changes. As their 
mother is hovering between life 
and death the sisters unearth an 
ancient cure that binds their fates 
and hearts to forces larger than life. 
To save each other they have to 
untangle thousands of years-worth 
of secrets and lies. 

I really enjoyed this book because it was full of mystery, 
death and love.  As I got half way through the book I realised 
that it was getting harder and harder and that I think that it 
was meant for a Year 8 or 9 not a Year 7 and as I got to the 
end it made me really mad that the book ended in a cliff 
hanger and I wanted to know what happened next. Lana 
Popovic’s writing is very sophisticated but it is very long- 
winded and she needs to speed it up a bit but apart from that 
and the fact she writes a lot of romantic stuff, the book is 
awesome.” 
 

HOST FAMILIES WANTED 
This year the College will host 20 Japanese students from our 
sister school. The students will be visiting from Monday, July 29 
to Monday, August 5. If you are interested in welcoming a 
student into your home, please complete an expression of 
interest form available at the administration building, or contact 
Ms Malberg and Ms Stokes at the College by May 17. There is 
some financial support available for hosting for the week. 
malberg.elise.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 
stokes.zoe.z@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 
 
 

mailto:malberg.elise.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:stokes.zoe.z@edumail.vic.gov.au
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LOGGING INTO COMPASS 
 

Don’t forget that all parents and carers can give ongoing 
support to their children by monitoring their progress using 
COMPASS.  
 

Just log in to:  
https://bairnsdalesc-vic.compass.education/login.aspx using 
the login information received from the College. Alternatively, 
download the Compass App onto your phone or tablet for easy 
access via the Google Play Store or iTunes App Store. If, 
however, you have difficulty logging in or you have misplaced 
your login details, please contact the College for assistance. 
 
The Compass portal can be used to:  

• Read progress reports produced every three to four weeks  

• Read semester reports  

• Monitor your child’s attendance data  

• Approve or enter upcoming or past absences for your child  

• View information about forthcoming excursions  

• Update your registered email and mobile phone number 
details (used for SMS alerts)  

• Book for Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews  

• View the School Calendar for important dates/events 

• Access news items that may be posted daily 

• Obtain an electronic copy of The Dragon (published on 
Newsfeed). 

 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

https://bairnsdalesc-vic.compass.education/login.aspx
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MAY 

 

JUNE 

 

 

 

 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

 
 
 

 
 

8 
6.15pm Grade 5/6 
information night 

9 10 
 

11 12 

13 
Tertiary Information 
Service visit Year 12’s 
 
 

14 
NAPLAN testing period 
begins 

15 
East Gippsland Career 
expo – BARC 

16 
1:10pm Australian 
Defence Force 
presentation 

17 18 19 

20 21 22 
5:45pm Later Years 
information night 

23 
2:00pm Cross Country 

24 
7:00pm Debutante Ball 
(night 1) 

25 
7:00pm Debutante Ball 
(night 2) 

26 

27 28 29 
Whole school PD day 
No students at school 

30 31   

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

     1 2 

3 
 

4 
BSC Athletics Day 

5 6 
 

7 8 9 

10 
QUEENS BIRTHDAY 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
Year 10 immunisations 
 

14 
 

15 16 

17 
 

18 19 20 
 

21 
 

22 23 

24 
 

25 
 

26 27 28 
Last day of Term 2 

29 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

30 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 


