
    

  
  

 

Our school values: Respect for self. Respect for others. Respect for the environment. Be the best you can be.

 
PRINCIPAL'S REPORT 
 
Dear Parents, students, staff, carers and friends of the College, 
 
I will be taking leave for the remainder of 2019 to do some 
travelling, during which time Mr Noel Creece will be Acting 
Principal of the College.   
 
I have assured Noel that, in conjunction with the Leadership 
Team, he will have complete authority to make any decisions on 
behalf of the College, the students and the wider community. 
 
Noel has generously provided the following biography in the 
form of a letter to our College community for which we thank 
him. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ian Hall | Principal 
 
 
My name is Noel Creece and it is with great honour and privilege 
that I accept the position as Acting Principal at Bairnsdale 
Secondary College.  

 

I am the proud father of two adult children, Adrian and 
Alexandra. Adrian is an engineer who is working near Broome, 

Western Australia. Alexandra attends Melbourne University 
and is undertaking her Masters Degree in Creative Writing. Alex 
is still living at the family home in Geelong with her dog, Ziggy. I 
rent a small apartment in South Melbourne and will be moving 
down through the week to Bairnsdale to take up the position. I 
hear it is a beautiful part of the world. 

I really enjoy teaching, supporting staff and children. I see in 
students the future of our planet.  

I have worked in a variety of contexts including country, city and 
international. I have worked in small and large schools, teaching 
students in the range of Prep to Year 10.  

I started off in the country, with my first appointment being a 
shared-specialist at Skipton and Derrinallum Primary Schools. I 
then joined a team which began Cambridge Primary School in 
Werribee as it grew from small, humble beginnings to over 800 
students. I was a classroom teacher and ICT Coordinator. I was 
then successful in gaining a Leading Teacher position at Bellaire 
Primary School in Geelong, a position I held for over seven 
years. Bellaire grew from just under 300 students to over 500 in 
my time there.  I was successful in gaining an Assistant Principal 
position at Norlane West Primary School and, after a couple of 
years, was promoted to the Acting Principal position. Again, this 
school grew from about 315 to over 800 students.  

I have a sense of adventure, so put my name down to be part of 
a new and exciting venture in opening a school in the United 
Arab Emirates. The Victoria International School of Sharjah also 
started small, with only 49 students on its first day. I was the 
Principal of the Middle School (Years 7 to 10) and spent 3 years 
in the Emirates; helping to grow the school to its current level 
of over 1500. It was a high-risk venture with the governments 
of Sharjah and Victoria riding every bump as we developed all 
of the school’s programs and policies from scratch. We were the 
first Victorian International School in the Gulf, which was quite 
an honour. 

After three years, my own children required university 
education so I reluctantly had to leave Dubai to ensure they 
could follow their dreams and thus, came back to Victoria. I held 
a telephone interview for two schools in the Geelong area and 
was lucky enough to secure both! I only took the one, of course, 
which was Lara Lake Primary School. This is a school just north 
of Geelong. Lara Lake was edging over 350 students and, by the 
time I left, we were heading towards 700 and growing. It is a 
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great school with excellent teachers, wonderful students and an 
incredibly bright future. 

I then took up the role as principal at South Melbourne Primary 
School, Victoria’s first government multi-levelled primary 
school. I started in 2017 and have been there since, with the 
school growing from a little over 100 to well past 350 and 
climbing. It was supposed to be full in seven years but is on track 
to be full in three. I am very proud of the work undertaken by 
the incredibly dedicated team at South Melbourne. It has been 
challenging, but certainly worthwhile. 

I saw the short-term job at Bairnsdale SC come up and felt that 
sense of adventure and learning again bubble - so that is what 
brings me here. 

I have several fundamental ideas about what I believe parents 
expect of their school. These include: 

 That the teacher is going to respect and learn from 
families 

 That the teacher is going to keep their child's safety 
and wellbeing in mind at all times 

 That the teacher is going to do everything he/she can 
to help their child become a responsible, caring and 
well-educated person 

 That the teacher is a skillful educator. 
 

As a teacher, our rewards are often not immediately evident; 
we have a delayed impact. Long after they leave school, 
students remember words of encouragement or praise uttered 
to them years before by that one other significant adult; the 
teacher.  

Along with the staff, I am looking forward to sharing some of my 
core beliefs which include: 

 We are here for the students 

 We are leaders in education 

 We thrive in a team culture  

 We are safe, friendly and organised 

 We engage our community. 
 

I have firm faith in the collective capacity of our students, 
teachers and parents to provide a world class education for 
society’s most precious asset – our children.  

I can’t wait to meet you all. I really respect the work that has 
gone into the school to get it to this point and could hear the 
pride in Mr. Ian Hall’s voice when he picked up the phone and 
said, “G’day and welcome.” 

Noel Creece | Acting Principal 
 
 


