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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

WARGOMERRIN HUB – YEAR 7

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of the College,

A warm welcome back to students and their families for
Term 3. We hope that students have settled into the term and
have enjoyed the change in subjects and meeting new staff.

Tours
We welcome our Japanese visitors to our school and welcome
back our student and staff travellers from Japan. We thank our
host families for their support.
Well done to our Central Australia and Japan tour parties for
your conduct and teamwork whilst on these trips. We have
received positive feedback from folk external to our college who
observed your excellent attitudes and behaviours.
Elite Achievements
Congratulations to Bianca
Croucher, Anna Mooney,
Ethan
Sanderson
and
Lachlan
Huggins
who
proudly represented us in
the State Cross Country
Finals. This was a fantastic
achievement. Even more
remarkably, Bianca placed
4th and will be off to the
National Finals. We all wish
her well.
Student Parent Teacher Interviews
The staff at Bairnsdale Secondary College extend a warm
invitation to all parents and guardians to attend the semester
two Student Parent Teacher Interviews on Thursday, August 16
between 5.00pm and 8.00pm and Friday, August 17 between
10.00am and 1.00pm. You will need to log into COMPASS to
make appointments with individual staff. You are encouraged
to make teacher appointments prior to arriving to ensure that
you are able to have meetings at convenient times. If you
require assistance with the appointment system, please phone
the College. We look forward to seeing you there.
Believe in Yourself
Every day lived well is important and the days of third term are
no different. It is an opportunity for all to really consolidate and
progress learning. For Year 12 students it is a time to make the
extra efforts to set up for your final tasks, whether they be
exams or work requirements. Believing in yourself and working
to support others helps us be the best we can be. Spring is
coming.
Kind Regards
Ian Hall

This term the Year 7 Hub will host a Year 7’s Got Talent event.
We wish to encourage students in Year 7 to show their talents
to their peers. Last year we saw a range of entrants, including
music, singing, dancing, Claymation and photography. This year
we hope to build on this and see an even greater range of acts
in the 2018 event. We encourage students who are wishing to
participate to sign up at the Year 7 Hub. The event will be held
in the last week of Term 3. Further details of the event is to
come.
The Year 7 Hub would like to acknowledge Anna Mooney and
Bianca Croucher for their efforts in representing the college in
Cross Country at the State Finals. Bianca Croucher has her sights
set on the National Championships later on this year, held on
the Gold Coast. Well done Anna and Bianca.
WURRIN HUB – YEARS 8 - 9
It has been a busy start to Term Three and time continues to
move fast. The Wurrin Hub students have begun their elective
subject selections for 2019 and all selections are due by the end
of this week, Friday, August 3. Subject selection is an exciting
time and it is important that all students share their choices
with their parents, guardians and Pastoral teachers to ensure
that they have an appropriate range of subjects.
We have welcomed Ms Malberg, Mr Stickland, Ms Neville and
students back to school after a successful and exciting trip to
Japan over the school break. This week the College hosts our
Japanese visitors from our sister school - Yaei High School. We
welcome the group to Bairnsdale Secondary College and
encourage Year 8 and 9 students to interact with our visitors
and help make their time with us an enjoyable one.
Though it feels like Spring is near, we are still experiencing some
very cold mornings and we encourage students to wear the
correct uniform jumpers and jackets to stay warm at school.
Japan Study Tour
Over the winter break a number of students visited our sister
school, Yaei High School in Japan. They had a great adventure
living with host families for a week and attending school there.
They also toured the main island of Honshu for a week.

Some challenges included adjusting to the heat and humidity
of a Japanese summer, homesickness, spending more time
travelling to and from school and using public transport over
cars.
Students made many new friends and were looked after very
well by the students of Yaei High School.

Students reflected well on their experiences and journeys living
in a different country and the positive experiences which they
can apply to their school lives in Australia. We are all looking
forward to Yaei High School students visiting us from Monday,
July 30 until Monday, August 6 this year. It marks the 19th year
of our sister school agreement and we hope to continue this
cross-cultural adventure for many years to come.
Students supporting Bairnsdale Neighbourhood House
After months of preparation, eight student leaders from
Bairnsdale Secondary College collected, transported and
presented 2,240 cans, long-lasting foods and non-perishable
items to Bairnsdale Neighbourhood House on the final day of
Term 2. Through this project, born at the Alpine School for
Student Leadership and continued back at school, students
have shown enormous personal growth, organisation and
resilience.
At the Alpine School there were 45 students from seven
different schools across south eastern Victoria. This small
community of 45, the equivalent of just two classes at our
college, lived, studied, camped and socialised for a whole school
term without mobile phone technology and social media,
sharing their troubles and tensions and learning to
communicate any issues and resolve them respectfully. “We
spent a lot of time outdoors learning life skills and how to be a
better leader. We all set goals for ourselves and learnt different
ways to achieve them and work together as a team”, said Ruby
Herbstreit.
During their time at the Alpine School, they worked on a
community learning project (CLP) which would benefit the
community back home. Their project was named “Cans for the
Community”.
“Our goal was to collect 2,018 cans of food or long-lasting foods
or toiletries to donate them to the less fortunate at
Neighbourhood House”, said Harvey Williams.

In the second week of the trip, students experienced the hustle
and bustle of the big smoke, Tokyo, and the quieter temples and
shrines of Kyoto.
Students visited the busiest crossing in the world, “Shibuya
Crossing”, and caught shinkansen (bullet trains) across the
countryside to a number of destinations. They placed the 1000
paper cranes (made by many Bairnsdale Secondary College
students) at the Children’s Peace
Memorial in Hiroshima. We also
visited the Peace Memorial
Museum, a must see for all
international visitor, and sang
many songs at karaoke. We
visited Miyajima Island, a world
heritage area with floating tori
gate and had a nice, long swim at
the beach. Miyajima is heavily
populated with fallow deer,
which students have named, fed
and petted. Our students love
deer and they asked if they could adopt and take one home.
Himeji Castle was spectacular, seen from the train and didn't
disappoint even from the seventh floor of the citadel.

The College has noticed an increased number of students
attending Breakfast Club and also requiring assistance with
lunch vouchers. The student leaders were keen to support
Neighbourhood House as they are a local not-for-profit
organisation offering meals and produce to those in need.
Students pulled out all stops to reach the goal of 2018 items,
visiting neighbouring schools such as Bairnsdale Primary School,
Lucknow Primary School, Swan Reach Primary, Swan Reach
Kindergarten, Paynesville Kindergarten and also Woolworths,
Coles, David Lucke’s Fresh Foods and Dahlsen’s Hardware. They
even visited the ABC radio station in Sale to promote the project
and spoke on the breakfast program with Jonathon Kendall.

The College is very proud of the students’ efforts. We hope that
the school and wider community continue to utilise and support
Neighbourhood House via their community café, opportunity
shop or other fundraising events to assist them in supporting
the community.
The students would like to thank all community members who
supported the program.

VCAL notes
Intermediate VCAL student have their second round of work
placement approaching quickly and need to have this secured
soon with employers.
Group 1 Senior VCAL students are currently on work placement
and Group 2 go out next week. Students must make sure that
the paperwork and permission forms have been completed and
submitted to the Hub and we wish them every success.
Senior VCAL have been heavily involved in tree planting in the
local area with the Bairnsdale Urban Landcare group. Students
have undertaken site preparation, including digging 200 holes
for National Tree Day and have planted 80 seedlings.

Elise Malberg
MALGOBILA HUB - YEARS 10 – 12
2019 Subject Selections and Course Counselling
Year 10 subject selections for VCE and VCAL (2019) have been
an important part of Pastoral classes throughout last term. This
process culminated in a course counselling and sign-up day last
Monday. Many staff were at hand to provide practical advice
and career plans for students. If anyone has missed out on this
counselling process, please contact the Year 10 Coordinators.
For Year 11 students, 2019 course selections are due this Friday,
August 3. Course selection guides are available at the Senior LRC
if your child has misplaced their copy. The Hub staff are keen to
meet with parents to ensure we can fully support your student’s
education and future goals. Student subject selections will be
lodged by students directly into our online timetabling platform
Edval. Students have been briefed on this simple process.

YEAR 12
The year seems to have flown by and the Year 12 group has only
12 weeks left of formal classes before the external VCE exams
and finalising completion of VCAL and VET courses.
We would like to encourage student voice in relation to the endof-year activities and graduation.
Many of our Year 12 students are now driving to school and it is
an Education Department regulation that specific paperwork be
completed and filed at school. An important reminder is that
other students are not permitted to be passengers in student
cars. We expect drivers to be responsible in this regard.

10 Pastoral
This term, the Year 10 Pastoral program will focus on issues
around mental health and gender equity.
BSC Arthur Grassby Award recipient
Our congratulations go to Tom Southen who recently trekked
the Kokoda Trail in New Guinea, an awardee of the Arthur
Grassby Scholarship. This involved a very stringent application
process, essay and interview before selection.
Year 12 Health and Human Development
Last week 13 students completing Year 12 Health and Human
Development participated in a range of non-profit activities to
support those in need, including an overnight trip to
Melbourne. They listened to stories from The Big Issue and
Frontyard Youth Services around the impacts of homelessness
and poverty, before handing out food in the CBD as part of The
Big Umbrella's 'Real Meal Program'. This program offers free
food that has been donated, which is cooked onsite for anyone
in need. Our students were busy making pancakes on the BBQ,
serving up soup, pasta and salads to over 100 people, while
many discussed their unique story with us.

WELLBEING TEAM
Are you a parent or legal guardian of an adolescent receiving
treatment for anxiety and/or depression from a mental health
priofessional/service? If so you may be interested in this
program.
Monash University TOPS – Therapist-assisted Online Parenting
Strategies.
What is the research about?
The research aim is to evaluate whether our new program, TOPS
(Therapist-assisted Online Parenting Strategies) can help
parents to support their adolescents who are experiencing
anxiety and/or depression. The research is being undertaken by
Monash University.
What is involved?

•
•

Participation only takes a few hours over 12 months

•
•
•
•

Access to an individually tailored online parenting program

You and your adolescent complete online surveys at 4
time-points: when you first register, before starting the
program, and 3 and 12 months afterwards
You receive:
Practical strategies to parent more confidently
Tailored goals to help put these strategies into practice
Regular contact with a TOPS-coach via videoconferencing to
help you apply strategies to your own situation

To say thank-you, you and your teen will each receive
e-vouchers over 4 time-points (worth $50 in total per person)
Who can participate?
Parents or legal guardians with their adolescent (aged 12-17
years):
• The adolescent needs to be receiving treatment for
anxiety and/or depression from a mental health
professional/service

•

Have internet access, and consider themselves proficient in
English. Interested?

For further information or to register, please go to:
https://tops.partnersinparenting.net.au/ or contact the TOPS
team by email at: med-tops.coach@monash.edu

A letter will be sent home soon to advise parents of the key
dates for the rest of the year, but please add these to your
family calendar:
VTAC application process
0pens August 6 and closes at 5.00pm on September 27
Year 11 Exam week and Intermediate VCAL interviews
October 22 to 26
Year 12 Celebration Day - Thursday, October 25
VCE Exams begin - Wednesday, October 31
Year 12 Graduation - Thursday, November 22

Headspace
Headspace Bairnsdale is located at 171 Main Street. The office
is open Monday to Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm, with
Tuesdays opening hours 12.00noon to 8.00pm. Headspace
provides face to face information, support and services to young
people, aged 12 to 25 years, and their families and friends.
The College Wellbeing Team are able to make referrals to
Headspace, but students and families can also contact them
directly on 5141 6200.
Doctors in Schools
The Doctors in Secondary Schools Program has been up and
running now for a number of months. The visiting GP is
Elizabeth Wearne and the Practice Nurse is Sophie Brown. This
service is available on a Tuesday within the school in our own
doctor’s room during the school term. Students are welcome to
see the doctor or the nurse. If you are interested in your child
making a medical appointment then please make contact
through the appropriate Hub.

Breakfast program
The College has a breakfast program available to students every
morning from 8.00am. Students are welcome to drop into
W16 any weekday morning for a healthy breakfast.
ARE YOU LOGGING INTO COMPASS?
Don’t forget that you can give ongoing support to your child by
monitoring their progress using COMPASS.
Just log in to:
https://bairnsdalesc-vic.compass.education/login.aspx
using the log in information that you have received from the
school. Alternatively, you can now download the Compass App
onto your phone or tablet for easy access via the Google Play
Store or iTunes App Store.
You can use the Compass portal to:
• Read progress reports. These are produced every three to
four weeks
• Read semester reports
• Monitor your child’s attendance data
• Approve or enter upcoming or past absences for your child
• View information about upcoming excursions
• Update your registered email and mobile phone number
details (used for SMS alerts)
• Book for Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews
• View the school calendar for important dates/events
• Access news items that may be posted on a daily basis
• Obtain an electronic copy of The Dragon (published on
Newsfeed)
• If you have difficulty logging in, or you have misplaced your
log-in details, please contact the College for assistance
RECYCLE YOUR UNIFORM FOR STORE CREDITS!
The College’s uniform supplier, Gippsland Safety Supplies and
Workwear, now provides a service to families who wish to
sell or purchase used Bairnsdale Secondary College uniforms. All
items returned to the store in the condition described below
will be given a 25% store credit. Used uniforms can be
purchased at 50% of the cost of full priced items.
• Clothes must be clean/freshly washed.
• Clothes must be in saleable condition (no stains, holes, rips,
zippers/buttons in working order)
• All seams and hems must be sewn.
• Alterations to original product will be assessed for quality.
• Clothes must be current correct Bairnsdale Secondary
College issue.
To benefit from this extra service, uniform items can be
delivered to Gippsland Safety Supplies and Workwear in a
package clearly labelled with your name, contact number, email
address and items listed. Families can also choose to donate
items if they wish.
CAREERS NEWS
2018 RMIT Open Days
Sunday, August 5 – Bundoora campus
Sunday, August 12 – City and Brunswick campuses
RMIT University is kindly offering free bus travel to their 2018
Open Days. Students and parents from Bairnsdale Secondary
College, as well as schools in the East Gippsland Shire and the

wider Gippsland region, have been invited to utilise the service.
Please contact Careers for bookings –places are limited.
Top tips to get the most out of your Open Day visits
With the Open Day season approaching, it can make your tours
less overwhelming if you have an understanding of what to
expect and what you intend to see, do and explore on campus.
1. Create your Open Day shortlist
Do you know which courses you would like to apply for? If
so, what are the entry requirements? Will the course(s)
provide you with the necessary skills and qualifications you
will need for your chosen career pathway? Have you
considered each institution’s location, transport,
accommodation? These are questions that will help you
build your shortlist.
Get an Open Day Guide from the institution’s website
before you attend their Open Day. This will provide you with
relevant information and when sessions are scheduled.
2. Register
It is important to register for an Open Day, as this ensures
you will receive all the latest information you may need.
There may also be separate events or information sessions
related to your course that you can attend.
3. Have a plan for each Open Day
Allow sufficient time for your visit, two hours or so would be
advisable, as it will give you the time to really experience
each campus and scope out the place. Formulate a list of
questions before your visit. You can ask things like:
 Does your course include an industry based learning
(IBL) or work integrated learning (WIL) program? (Note:
IBL and WIL can assist with gaining employment after
study and are a feature of some courses and institutions)
 Does your university have international study
opportunities?
 What is the student support like? E.g. online, tutors.
 What’s the student experience like for
undergraduates?
 What sort of resources are available to students?
Library, gym etc.
 What clubs are on offer?
 Can I join a sporting team?
4. Explore the campus
Check out the environment where you will study; will you be
happy there for three plus years? Look at the facilities
offered at each institution, particularly if you are
considering a course where facilities available will be an
important consideration (eg sporting, laboratories, etc). Ask
your questions while speaking to staff and current students
about the courses which interest you. Check out clubs and
societies on offer at each campus, collect information and
brochures!
5. Tour the accommodation
If you’re planning on moving to a new city to study, be sure
to tour the accommodation if you can. Many universities

offer on-campus accommodation, which is important to
book early.
6. Review your options
Review your notes and experiences. Ask yourself which
institutions you’d like to re-visit and let that help you decide
what your preferences are. Then chat with your parents or
close family members, these are the people who want the
best for you and are there to support you. Encourage them
to help you and to ask the right questions. Good luck!
Remember:
If you’re short on time during your Open Day visits, prioritise the
parts of campus and the buildings or facilities you’ll be most
likely to use. For example, if you’re interested in studying
Science, go to the labs, check out the equipment, and see if they
match your expectations. Also consider a rural campus, as
ATARs are often lower at rural campuses and they can offer
other advantages (e.g. smaller classes).
Please see the end of this newsletter for a full list of University
Open Days.
For the latest information, updates and news visit the Careers
website: https://bairnsdalesccareers.com/

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Brayden’s story
18 months ago Brayden was a healthy 15 year old – an amazing and sweet
young man who loves to go camping, 4wding, shooting and cooking. He
would like to get an apprenticeship as a Butcher and one day work on a
Cattle Station in the Outback.
Then he got sick, over the last 18 months he has been in and out of hospital,
through countless tests, specialist visits and research hours. Brayden has a
rare condition which is called Median arcuate ligament syndrome (MALS)
where the median arcuate ligament presses too tightly on the celiac artery
and nerves (a major branch of the aorta that delivers blood to the stomach,
liver, and other organs). This causes a number of symptoms, such as pain in
the abdomen that can be made worse by eating or activity. In short what
this means is that Brayden is unable to eat without being in excruciating
pain and even moving about is extremely difficult as the pain affects him
terribly. He can only sleep sitting up as the pain is that bad he can’t lie down.
Brayden is now malnourished after losing 20kg and is extremely unwell.
He has been tube feed in hospital on occasions but even that causes him
terrible pain. Brayden can’t remember the last time he ate a decent meal.
His whole life has come to a standstill due to his MALS. A major operation
to relieve the compression of the median arcuate ligament on the aorta is
the best option. But as MALS is a rare condition at this stage a specialist
hasn't been found in Australia and Brayden needs to go to America to have
the operation. The funds raised will go to fund this trip and also help with
his ongoing Medical Expenses if this is not possible.
The evening includes * live music by “In the Mix”
* auction of donated items by local businesses
* slave for a day auction
* fund raising games
* mystery balloon pop
* supper
BYO drinks, cowboy hat and boots

AUGUST
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

1
Yaei High School visit

2
Yaei High School visit

3
Yaei High School visit

4
Yaei High School visit

5
Yaei High School visit

6
Yaei High School visit
13

7

8

9

10

11

12

14

15

16
5.00pm – 8.00pm
Student, Parent
Teacher Interviews

18

19

20

21

23

25

26

27

28

22
6.00pm
Network Awards Night
29

17
10.00am – 1.00pm
Student, Parent
Teacher Interviews
STUDENT FREE DAY
24

30

31

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SEPTEMBER
MONDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11
7.00pm End of term
concert – Boucher Hall

12

13
Year 7 Immunisations

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
Last Day Term 3
2.10pm FINISH

22
School holidays

23
School holidays

24
School holidays

25
School holidays

26
School holidays

27
School holidays

28
School holidays
Grand Final Parade

29
School holidays

30
School holidays

University Open Days

INSTITUTION
Australian Catholic University
Melbourne Campus
Ballarat Campus

DATE

TIME

Sun 12 August
Sun 26 August

10am – 3pm
10am – 2pm

Sun 26 August

10am – 3pm

Mon 27 August
Thur 26 July
Tue 9 October

5pm – 7pm
5pm – 7pm
5pm – 7pm

Sun 5 August
Sun 19 August
Sun 26 August

9am – 3pm
9am – 3pm
9am – 3pm

Sun 26 August

10am – 3pm

Thur 21 June

5pm – 6pm

Sat 25 August

10am – 3pm

La Trobe University & La Trobe
Melbourne
Shepparton Campus
Melbourne (Bundoora) Campus
Albury-Wodonga
Mildura Campus
Bendigo Campus

Fri 3 August
Sun 5 August
Sun 12 August
Wed 16 August
Sun 27 August

4pm – 7pm
10am – 4pm
10am – 4pm
3pm-6.30pm
10am-4pm

Melbourne Polytechnic
Preston Campus

Sun 19 August

10am – 4pm

Sat 4 August
Sun 5 August
Sun 19 August

10am – 3pm
10am – 4pm
10am – 3pm

Sun 5 August
Sun 12 August

10am – 4pm
10am – 4pm

Sun 29 July

10am – 4pm

Sun 19 August

10am – 4pm

Sun 19 August
Sun 12 August

10am – 3pm
9am – 3pm

Sun 5 August
Sat 8 September

10am – 2pm
TBA

Box Hill Institute of TAFE
Box Hill Campus
Chisholm Institute
Berwick Campus
Dandenong Campus
Frankston Campus
Deakin University & Deakin College
Warrnambool Campus
Geelong Campus (Waurn Ponds &
Waterfront)
Melbourne (Burwood) Campus
Federation University of Australia
Berwick, Gippsland & Mount Helen
Holmesglen Institute
All campuses
JMC Academy

Monash University
Peninsula Campus
Clayton & Caulfield Campuses
Parkville Campus (Pharmacy Focus)
RMIT
Bundoora
City & Brunswick Campuses
Swinburne University
Hawthorn
University of Melbourne
Parkville & Southbank Campuses
Victoria University
Footscray Park campus
William Angliss Institute of TAFE
SAE Creative Media Institute
Collarts (Australian College of the Arts)

CONTACT DETAILS
1300 ASK ACU
Email: opendayvic@acu.edu.au
http://www.acu.edu.au/study_at_acu/future_s
tudents/undergraduate/experience_uni_before
_you_start/open_day
1300 269 445
www.boxhill.edu.au/openday
1300 244 746
https://www.chisholm.edu.au/open

1800 334 733
http://openday.deakin.edu.au/

1800 333 864
http://federation.edu.au/futurestudents/study-at-feduni/open-day
1300 MY FUTURE
Online bookings are essential
http://www.holmesglen.edu.au/open
1300 410 311
https://www.jmcacademy.edu.au/events/open
-days
1300 135 045
http://www.openday.com.au/event/latrobe/

9269 1200
https://www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/op
en-day/
1800 666 274
www.monash.edu.au/openday

9925 2260
http://openday.rmit.edu.au/
1300 SWINBURNE
https://www.swinburne.edu.au/openday/
1800 801 662
https://openday.unimelb.edu.au/
1300 VIC UNI
https://openday.vu.edu.au/
1300 ANGLISS
http://www.angliss.edu.au
https://sae.edu.au
209 Wellington St Collingwood

