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Welcome to Bairnsdale Secondary College 
Student Education and Career Program 

  
This handbook provides information about the various courses available to students after they complete Year 8 at 
Bairnsdale Secondary College. It also provides information about how the College can assist parents and carers in 
terms of making the best decisions for their child/children. It is an exciting time because students are now able to 
select units of work they are most interested in and which will help them to prepare for their future. 
 

As many will be aware, state schools in Victoria implemented the Victorian Curriculum in 2017. The Victorian 
Curriculum incorporates the Australian Curriculum and reflects Victorian priorities and standards. The Victorian 
Curriculum learning areas are a clear and deliberate reaffirmation of the importance of a discipline-based approach 
to learning where learning areas are regarded as both enduring and dynamic. Their enduring nature rests in their 
different ways of understanding and the associated skills they provide for students. Each of the learning areas 
provides and is defined by a unique way of seeing, understanding and engaging with the world. For the Arts, the 
Humanities and the Technologies, students engage in and through disciplines which provide discrete content 
descriptions and achievement standards. 
 

The Victorian Curriculum includes capabilities, which are a set of discrete knowledge and skills that can and should 
be taught explicitly in and through the learning areas, but are not fully defined by any of the learning areas 
or disciplines. 
 
The four capabilities in the Victorian Curriculum are: 
·         Critical and Creative Thinking 
·         Ethical 
·         Intercultural 
·         Personal and Social. 
 
This handbook provides parents and students with information about the structure and content of the Years 9 and 
10 Student Education and Career Program.  All students will be provided with counselling about their choice of 
units.  We ask that parents/guardians participate in course planning and ultimately approve their child's learning 
program. 
 
I, together will the staff at Bairnsdale Secondary College, wish all students success in pursuing their studies and 
reaching their desired goals. 
 

IAN HALL 
College Principal 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Term 3 

Week beginning 15th   
July, 2019 
 

Handbook issued. 
Counselling process will run at Bairnsdale Secondary College for students. 

Wednesday 17th July, 
2019 

Information sessions for parents and students to be held in the Malgobila building. The 
session for Year 8 parents will begin promptly at 6.30pm and will be followed by an 
information session for Year 9 parents at 7.30pm. 

Students will be informed through their Pastoral class as to the selection process and deadline dates. 

Term 4 

Week 8 
 

Subjects issued to students. 

 

Further information may be obtained from Kylie Greenway or Renea Betts. 
Bairnsdale Secondary College:  Telephone: 5150 4800  
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Learning areas and Capabilities 

The Victorian Curriculum includes both knowledge and skills. These are defined by learning areas and capabilities. 

Our curriculum design assumes that knowledge and skills are transferrable across the curriculum and therefore are 

not duplicated. For example, where skills and knowledge such as asking questions, evaluating evidence and drawing 

conclusions are defined in Critical and Creative Thinking, these are not duplicated in other learning areas such as 

History or Health and Physical Education. It is expected that the skills and knowledge defined in the capabilities will 

be developed, practised, deployed and demonstrated by students in and through their learning across the 

curriculum. 

The design of the Victorian Curriculum is shown below: 

Learning areas Capabilities 

The Arts 
 

 Dance 

 Drama 

 Media Arts 

 Music 

 Visual Arts 

 Visual Communication Design 
 
English 
 
Health and Physical Education 
 
The Humanities 
 

 Civics and Citizenship 

 Economics and Business 

 Geography 

 History 
 
Languages 
 
Mathematics 
 
Science 
 
Technologies 
 

 Design and Technologies 

 Digital Technologies 
 

Critical and Creative Thinking 

Ethical 

Intercultural 

Personal and Social 
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What do parents and carers need to do? 
 

1. Go to the section of this handbook that provides information about the year level that your child/children  
will be completing next year. The core (compulsory) units will be listed, followed by the elective units that 
are on offer at that year level.  

 
2. The majority of electives available at each year level run for one semester (half year). 

Each elective unit has:  
 

 A Learning Focus. This is what the unit is about and indicates the learning that will take place 

 Two or three focus Strands.  (See table above). These strands will be taught, assessed and reported 
on  

 A Unit Name and Code. The unit name and code will need to be entered on the selection form when 
choosing the Student Education and Career Program.  

 

We encouraged parents and students to discuss potential choices with the student’s current teacher in each 

subject. 

 

3. When elective subjects have been chosen, the student will need to complete the Course Selection sheet. 
The sheet will need to be signed by a parent/guardian, as well as the student and teacher before it is 
returned to School.  

 
 

VCE / VET 
Year 10 students may include VCE and/or VET units as part of their program. A wide range of units are available in 
the Later Years Program Selection Guide. Year 10 students will be restricted to the ‘on Campus’ VET units listed at 
the back of this handbook.  
 
Students requesting to undertake a VCE and/or VET unit should include these subjects in their course selection. Once 
the approval process has been completed, any students who are unsuccessful in their application will receive further 
advice/counselling. 
 
As a general rule, we advise students against undertaking too many VCE/VET studies while in Year 10, although we 
are prepared to entertain individual programs for all students.  
  



6 

 

 

 
 

Years 7 and 8 Programs 
 
 

Year 7  
 
Students in Year 7 will complete a core curriculum. This will support them in establishing a solid foundation across all 
Areas of Study. It will also provide opportunities for them to develop their own areas of interest by Year 9 when they 
can choose from a wide range of electives. The units offered at Year 7 are listed on the table below. 
 
 

Units Running Whole Year Semester Units 

English Performing Arts 

Mathematics Art 

Science Woodwork 

Humanities Systems 

LOTE Textiles 

PE/Health Food 

ICT/Pastoral  

 
 
 
 

Year 8 
 
When students reach Year 8, they will complete an additional year made up of a core curriculum. This will further 
support them in establishing a solid foundation across all Areas of Study. During the second half of Year 8, students 
will be ready to make informed choices about the electives that will best meet their needs at the Year 9 level. The 
units offered at Year 8 are listed in the table below. 
 
 

Units Running Whole Year Semester Units 

English Visual Communication Design / Media 

Mathematics Art 

Science Woodwork 

Humanities Metals 

LOTE Textiles 

PE/Health Food 

Pastoral  
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Year 9 – Core Units 
 

Students continue a core program in Year 9. This consists of English, Pastoral (Health, Pathways, Pastoral Care) 
Mathematics and a semester each of Humanities and Science. The core units will be completed in class groups. 
 

Whole Year Units 

English 

Mathematics 

Pastoral 

Semester Units 

Humanities 

Science 

 
Students will then have the opportunity to choose six (6) electives (three (3) each semester) to enable their learning 
program to best meet their educational and career pathways.  
 

 
 
 

        
Strands  English  
 
Learning Focus  
Language 

 Study print and non-print texts to learn how authors and directors construct texts and use language 

 Summarise texts and study ways writers use punctuation, fonts and layout 

 Learn that Standard Australian English is a living, changing language.  
Literature 

 Study and analyse literary texts from different historical, social and cultural contexts and express the 
understanding gained from these studies using different literary techniques  

 Study language features, image and sound in literary texts and create their own literary texts using features 
studied  

 Study uses of language in different social situations. 
Literacy 

 Use comprehension strategies to understand media and other texts 

 Present points-of-view in imaginative, informative and persuasive texts using visual, print and/or audio 
features  

 Review and edit their own and others’ texts to improve expression, structure and accuracy, and use software 
imaginatively to publish their work 

 Listen to spoken texts constructed for different purposes and analyse how language features of these texts 
position listeners to respond  

 Use persuasive language techniques, including music and sound effects, to make a presentation. 
 
 
  

English         Unit Code 9ENG 
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Strands  Mathematics   
 
Learning Focus 
In Number and Algebra students will - 

 study direct proportion, graphs, equations, simple rate problems, index laws and scientific notation  

 solve simple interest problems, expand algebraic expressions including binomials, collect like terms, sketch 
graphs and solve linear equations. 
 

In Measurement and Geometry students will - 

 calculate areas of surfaces and composite shapes, volume of cylinders and prisms. They will work with very 
small and large time scales and intervals  

 Students will determine ratios of similar figures and solve problems involving Pythagoras’ theorem and 
trigonometry. 
  

In Statistics and Probability students will 

 list and assign probabilities for outcomes for two step chance experiments. They will identify categorical and 
numerical data, calculate relative frequency, population mean, median, mode and range 

 construct back to back stem and leaf plots and histograms and describe the shape of data in terms of skew, 
symmetry and shape. 

 
 
 
PASTORAL 

        
Strands  Health and Physical Education   

Critical & Creative Thinking   
Ethical Capabilities  

 
Learning Focus 
All Years 9 and 10 students complete Pastoral as part of their core studies. Pastoral is designed to strengthen 
engagement between students and staff. The subject looks to build student capabilities, self-awareness, resilience 
and social and life skills. At Year 9 there are several main focus areas for Pastoral. 

 aspirations, goals and study skills 

 leadership and teamwork 

 stereotypes 

 safe partying 

 sexual health 

 middle school preparation 

 local issues and community engagement 

 road safety 

 stress management. 
  

Pastoral         Unit Code 9PAS 

Mathematics         Unit Code 9MTH 
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Strands  Geography   

History  
Economics & Business  

 

Learning Focus 
Students completing this unit will investigate the making of the modern world from 1750 to 1918. This period 

includes the nature and significance of the Industrial Revolution, the development of Australian self-government and 

democracy, the Gold Rush, the key aspects of World War I and the Australian experience of the War. Students will 

also study - 

 the contribution to Australia of significant people such as Peter Lalor, Lachlan Macquarie, Sir Henry Parkes 

and Banjo Patterson  

 how the Australian economy is managed, particularly within the international economic context 

 geographic concepts including changes to the Australian environment, the role of agriculture in Australia’s 

development and social, political and economic interconnections between Australia and the rest of the 

world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Strands: Science   
   Critical & Creative Thinking  

 
 
 
Learning Focus 
Students completing Year 9 Core Science will investigate how all strands of Science (chemical, physical, biological and 
earth and space science) are combined within the field of Forensics. Students will investigate the requirements for 
life and how the human body reacts during a stressful event. They will apply numerous scientific investigative 
techniques to analyse a variety of forensic evidence and draw conclusions.  
Students will - 

 examine how scientific knowledge is used in real life to solve problems 

 expand their knowledge of different branches of Science such as physical, chemical, biological and earth and 
space sciences 

 investigate a variety of scientific occupations related to the four areas of Science 

 study how discoveries and developments in Science have contributed to new technology in a variety of 
scientific fields 

 collect, analyse and interpret appropriate scientific data by researching case studies and conducting 
laboratory experiments. 

 
 
  

Science          Unit Code 9SCI  

 
 

Humanities        Unit Code 9HUMS 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=Significance
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  YEAR 9 - Elective Units 
 
 

 CODE TITLE PAGE 
The Arts 9A2D    2D ART 12 

9A3D    3D ART 12 

9ASW    ARTS SOFTWARE 12 

9ADP    DIGITAL SLR PHOTOGRAPHY 13 

9ADR    DRAMA 13 

9AMD    MEDIA 13 

9AMU    MUSIC 14 

9AVC    VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN 14 

English 9ELT LITERACY  15 

Health & PE 9PCS COMPETITIVE SPORTS 16 

 9POE    OUTDOOR EDUCATION 16 

 9PPF PERSONAL FITNESS 16 

 9PRL RECREATION & LEISURE 17 

Humanities 9HEP    ENTERPRISING PEOPLE 18 

9HLR   LAKES, RIVERS, HISTORY  18 

9HRA REIMAGINING AUSTRALIA 18 

ICT 9IWD    DESIGNING FOR THE WEB 19 

9IMM    MASTERING MULTIMEDIA 19 

LOTE 9LGE  GERMAN  20 

9LJP JAPANESE  20 

Science 9SBS    BIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS 21 

9SCH    CHEMISTRY 21 

9SPH ELEMENTARY PHYSICS 22 

9SIP    INTRO TO PSYCHOLOGY 22 

Technology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9TEB  ENERGY BREAKTHROUGH  23 

9TCM    CREATIVE METALS 24 

9TFF    FUNCTIONAL FURNITURE 24 

9TJM JEWELLERY MAKING 24 

9TOF    OUTDOOR FURNITURE 25 

9TWT    WOODEN TOYS 25 

9TEX TEXTILES 25 

9TTE TEXTILES ENRICHED 26 

9TWM    WHAT’S ON THE MENU 26 

9TWF    WIDE WORLD OF FOOD 26 
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THE ARTS 
 
 
 
 
 
Strands  The Arts 
 
Learning Focus 
Students completing this unit will create two dimensional artworks in a variety of media and techniques. Their 
completed folio may consist of drawings, paintings, printmaking, mixed media and collages.  
Students will - 

 explore how artists create their individual style as starting points for their own work  

 trial a range of techniques and processes to establish the most effective way of presenting artworks and 
their ideas 

 maintain a visual diary to show the development of their ideas 

 make informed choices on the use of the Art Elements and Principles to create effective communication in 
their art 

 discuss and analyse artworks from different cultures to interpret their meaning using appropriate Arts 
language. 
 
 
 

 

          
Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
Students completing this unit will create three dimensional artworks using a variety of media and techniques. 
Sculptures may be created in clay, wire, papier mache, recyclable materials, cardboard and stone.  
Students will - 

 explore how artists create their individual style as starting points for their own work  

 learn a range of techniques and processes to establish the most effective way of presenting their sculptures 

 make informed choices on the use of the Art Elements and Principles to create effective communication in 
their art 

 maintain a visual diary to show the development of their ideas including technical trials, annotation and 
process notes 

 discuss and analyse artworks from different cultures to interpret their meaning using appropriate Arts 
language. 
 
 

 
 

        
Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
Students explore a range of software programs used in a variety of subjects within the Arts. Software may include: 
Illustrator, Animate, Photoshop, Audacity, Google SketchUp, Movie Maker, Indesign, etc.  
Students will - 

 learn software applications through a variety of topics such as drawing game characters and cartoons, 

animation, illustration, digital painting, advertising, skate-park design, web-page design and photo 

manipulation 

2d Art         Unit Code 9A2D 
    
 

Arts Software        Unit Code 9ASW 

3d Art         Unit Code 9A3D 
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 may use hardware such as scanners, digital drawing tablets, video and still cameras 

 create images with consideration given to design elements and principles 

 maintain a visual diary containing a record of skills, progress of work and development of ideas 

 use appropriate Arts language to discuss, investigate and evaluate designs created. 

 

 

 

      

Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
Students completing this unit will learn how to get the best out of semi-professional digital SLR cameras using all the 
basic and advanced features.  
Students will - 

 use accessories such as telephoto and macro lenses, tripods and professional studio lights 

 use fast and slow shutter speeds to record movement 

 apply manual focusing and spot metering  

 explore white balance and ISO settings 

 investigate burst mode, multiplicity photography, and more 

 explore a range of topics and ideas including their own 

 enhance their images using Photoshop 

 investigate the work of professional photographers to look at different styles and techniques. 
 

 

 
         
Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
Students explore many different styles of theatre such as physical theatre, gothic horror and comedy from a 
theoretical and practical perspective.  
Students will - 

 learn how to use their expressive skills (voice, movement, facial expression and gesture) to create character 
and improve their performance skills 
use a range of play-making techniques including improvisation, responding to stimulus material and working 

with scripts 

 learn to work in groups and provide one another with constructive feedback on class performances. 

 
 
 
         
Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
Students create and analyse print, film and audio products such as advertisements, zines, documentaries, short and 
feature films. The way individuals consume and produce media content will also be studied.  

Students will - 

 explore design skills and production skills, such as film editing 

 critically examine social media’s and news media’s uses and practices  

 work cooperatively as teams to produce media texts where challenges are resolved in a sensible, fair and 
effective manner and not seen as something to be avoided or eliminated. 

Digital SLR Photography      Unit Code 9ADP  

Drama         Unit Code 9ADR  

Media         Unit Code 9AMD  
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Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
Students will develop notation and musicianship skills that will give them tools to write their own music and perform 
their own music. Students’ compositions will be influenced by different styles and genres of music. The ability to 
play an instrument is not a requirement for this subject.  
Students will - 

 investigate various styles and genres of music 

 learn notation and sight reading skills 

 learn basic piano and percussion skills 

 be introduced to written analysis of musical works from different styles 

 learn theory/musicianship and aural skills 

 compose music through the use of ICT. 

 

 

 
 
 
      
Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
Students create designs using manual drawing methods and computer drawing programs for specific purposes such 
as building and home design, product design, logos and packaging. Finished products will be in both two and three-
dimensions.  
Students will - 

 be introduced to the types of two and three-dimensional drawings used in the building industry and their 

conventions 

 explore ways of presenting and producing product designs with consideration to the design elements and 

principles 

 develop their drawing skills, including observation, perspective and computer drawing 

 follow the design process and keep records in their visual diary 

 use appropriate Arts language to investigate and evaluate design. 

  

Music         Unit Code 9AMU  

Visual Communication Design    Unit Code 9AVC  
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ENGLISH 
 
 

 
 
 
           
Strands  English (Literacy)         
 
Learning Focus 

 Literacy units are designed to improve the ability of students to both read and write. Specific skills are taught 
and practised so that students gain greater confidence and the ability to cope more easily with work in other 
subjects 

 Emphasis is placed on students developing the Highly Reliable Learning Strategies (HRLS) introduced by 
Professor John Munro 

 Explicit teaching of spelling and writing structures is also a major part of the unit. 
 
  

Literacy 
This unit runs the whole year        Unit Code 9ELT 
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

 
 
 
 
Strands  Health and Physical Education     
 
Learning Focus 
Students completing this unit will -  

 engage in a range of team and individual based sports such as Netball, Football and Tennis 

 develop their skill performance, collaborative team work and ability to understand the sports from the 
perspective of a coach, umpire and organiser.  

This class is made up of two practical sessions where students will engage in team and individual sports and one 
session of theory where students will explore how to facilitate competitions, different coaching styles and much 
more. 
 
 
 
 
 
Strands  Health and Physical Education     
 
Learning Focus 
This is an introductory subject for Outdoor Education, designed to give students an understanding of what Outdoor 
Education is, how to be safe in the outdoors and how to engage in a range of practical experiences. Students will then 
apply what they have learnt in an outdoor setting on single day and overnight expeditions.   
Students will - 

 engage in a range of outdoor recreational pursuits whilst employing safety and minimal impact strategies 

 identify and understand the importance of team work and communication in practical situations  

 develop a greater understanding and appreciation of the outdoors  

 explore human impacts on coastal and bush environments. 

 
Cost: Expeditions and day trips are compulsory. The total cost estimate for all planned extended expeditions for this 
subject is approximately $150-$250. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Strands  Health and Physical Education     
 
Learning Focus 
Students completing this unit will -  

 engage in training programs both inside and outside the gym 

 work to improve a range of fitness components including endurance, flexibility and strength. 
This class is made up of two practical sessions where students will engage in different types of fitness and one 
session of theory where students will explore training principles, training programs, fatigue and recovery. They will 
then plan and follow their own training program. 
 
 

Outdoor Education        Unit Code 9POE 
 

Personal Fitness         Unit Code 9PPF 

 

Competitive Sports        Unit Code 9PCS 
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Strands  Health and Physical Education     
 
Learning Focus 
Students completing this unit will - 

 engage in a range of activities that encourage physical activity outside the realm of competitive team sports 
and gym fitness 

 explore lifestyle activities such as lawn bowls, orienteering, mini golf, yoga and meditation. 
This class is made up of two practical sessions where students will engage in these activities and one session of 
theory where students will explore different concepts such as promoting physical activity and physical activity 
guidelines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recreation & Leisure        Unit Code 9PRL 
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HUMANITIES 
 

 
 
 
Strands  Economics & Business  

Critical & Creative Thinking  
 
Learning Focus 
Students will learn what it takes to become a successful small business owner or entrepreneur.  
Students will - 

 examine case studies of successful business-people and investigate how their personal skills have 
contributed to success in business  

 investigate the types and purposes of communication (including marketing and advertising) that are 
used to promote brands and products 

 participate in a business simulation that will allow them to experience elements of small business 

management including planning, advertising and operation. 

 

 

 
 
 
Strands  Geography     

History  
 
Learning Focus 
In this study of the Gippsland Lakes region, students explore the physical characteristics, changes, human impacts 
and management of the lakes and catchments.  
Student will learn - 

 how the lakes were formed and how they have supported human settlement from ancient times to the 
present day 

 develop an understanding of Australian history at a local level by studying significant local events, people, 
places, use by local Aboriginal people and changes since European settlement 

 develop geographic and historical skills, including the use of fieldwork, interviews, overlay maps and 

timelines to further students’ knowledge of the environment and interconnections with other ecosystems. 

 

 

 
 
Strands  Geography     

History  
Intercultural Capability  

 
Learning Focus 
Students will - 

 build knowledge on the following content: Aboriginal Australia, the exploration of Australia, Australia prior 
to Federation, Australia's place in the world, 20th Century life in Australia and the changing nature of 
Australian geography, society and culture 

 explore the concepts of power in society, belief systems, globalisation and cause and effect 
 develop their writing, comprehension and critical thinking skills in this subject.  

Enterprising People       Unit Code 9HEP 
 

Lakes, Rivers, History and Heritage    Unit Code 9HLR 

Re-imagining Australia       Unit Code 9HRA 
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ICT 
Information Communications Technology 

 

 
 
 
 
Strands  Digital Technologies  
    
 
Learning Focus 
Students will - 

 develop skills in the use of computer software for web development, including web authoring and image 
manipulation applications 

 create interactive elements to use in their websites, including slideshows and animations 

 learn how to manipulate elements of websites by looking at the language behind web development to make 

a more dynamic and interactive visual representation. 

 

 

 
 
 
Strands  Digital Technologies     
 
Learning Focus 
Students will - 

 develop skills in the use of a range of multimedia software applications and apply these skills to designing 
and creating their own animations and presentations 

 create presentations for a range of devices including mobile devices, internet and computer 

 learn how to use tools available on the internet for creating and presenting a range of multimedia such as 
animation and movies 

 collaborate in an online forum to showcase their work and understand the importance of real time editing 

 use devices such as drones and digital cameras to create original sound, image and movie data files. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Designing for The Web       Unit Code 9IWD 
     
 

Mastering Multimedia       Unit Code 9IMM 
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LOTE 
 
 

 
 
Strands  Languages  

Intercultural Capability  
Learning Focus 
Students will - 

Semester 1 
 develop their knowledge of German vocabulary and grammar through a range of topics such as food, eating 

out and town 
 learn about and investigate customs and culture in German speaking countries, focusing on topics including 

sports and food in Europe  
 use netbooks, iPads or other electronic devices to create presentations and short movies.  

Semester 2 
 develop their knowledge of German vocabulary and grammar through a range of topics such as health and 

sport 
 learn about and investigate customs and culture in German speaking countries, focusing on topics including 

shopping and tourism in Europe  
 be given the opportunity to go on an excursion to learn about German culture and meet other learners of 

German in the area. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Strands  Languages  
Intercultural Capability  

 
Learning Focus 
Students will - 
Semester 1 

 improve language abilities through a variety of activities including language games, singing Japanese songs, 
listening to conversations and speaking 

 be given the opportunity to communicate and develop friendships with Japanese people 

 consolidate their understanding of Japanese sentence structures to develop flexibility with language 

 gain a better understanding of Japanese culture through cultural events, craft activities, educational videos 
and information technology such as netbooks and other devices 

 learn important vocabulary and grammar patterns in Japanese through a range of topics such as hobbies and 
daily routines. 

Semester 2 

 improve language abilities through a variety of activities including language games, singing Japanese songs, 
listening to conversations, giving weather reports and creating diaries/books 

 go on excursions to experience Japanese activities, shops and restaurants 

 be given the opportunity to communicate and develop friendships with Japanese people 

 gain a better understanding of Japanese culture through craft, educational videos and information 
technology, such as netbooks, iPads and other electronic devices 

 increase vocabulary and grammatical patterns in Japanese through a range of topics such as school life and 
Japanese houses 

 use thinking skills to reflect on and evaluate learning 

 gain a better understanding of sentence structures to develop flexibility and creativity with language. 
 

German           Unit Code 9LGE 
This unit runs the whole year 

     
     
 

Japanese           Unit Code   9LJP 
This unit runs the whole year 
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SCIENCE 
 

 
 
 
 
Strands  Science    

Critical and Creative Thinking  
 

Learning Focus 
Students develop their understanding of life processes around them. They will learn how organisms interact with 
humans and their environment. Students will explore scientifically how human and environmental systems respond 
to, and are shaped by, the flow of energy within them.  
Students will - 

 consider how most life forms ultimately depend on sunlight and the process of photosynthesis within plants 

 investigate the impact on populations and communities within ecosystems by both natural and human-
influenced forces 

 use data from their own laboratory and field experiments and research to consolidate their understanding of 
interrelationships of living things 

 investigate the development of models to predict changes within an environment given certain scenarios 
such as flooding or fire. 
 

 
 

 
  
Strands  Science    

Critical and Creative Thinking  
 
Learning Focus 
Students will apply knowledge and skills established in Junior Science to plan and conduct a range of experiments to 
further their understanding of Chemistry.  
Students will - 

 learn that elements are organised in the periodic table 

 understand that chemical reactions involve atoms of different elements rearranging to form new substances 
and be able to describe reactions using word equations 

 recognise the ‘conservation of mass’ in simple chemical reactions 
 explore ways that elements react and combine in simple reactions, including metals with acids and bases 

and carbonates.  
 Classify different reactions as ‘endothermic’ or ‘exothermic’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Biological Systems        Unit Code 9SBS 

     
     
 

Chemistry          Unit Code 9SCH 
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Strands  Science    

Critical and Creative Thinking  
 

Learning Focus 
Students will explore different forms of energy. They will bridge their understanding between scientific discoveries 
and technology.  
Students will - 

 examine how energy can be transferred through different mediums 

 investigate the transfer of energy through electric circuits and electromagnetic radiation 

 explore the wave model for the transfer of energy including light, sound and water waves 

 undertake practical activities in order to generate data to enhance their understanding of Physics. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Strands  Science    

Critical and Creative Thinking  
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will learn about the brain and how all our thoughts, feelings and behaviours can be 
traced back to the functions of the nervous and hormonal systems. They will investigate factors that influence each 
human’s individuality and social interaction, as well as how individuals perceive the world.  
Students will - 

 examine how the nervous and hormonal systems coordinate to ensure survival in everyday life and during 
stressful events 

 investigate the biological basis of behaviour and describe the processes of sleep, learning and memory 

 analyse factors that make each human unique, including personality and intelligence and link the 
development of these to experiences in a person’s environment 

 investigate how we perceive the world and how we analyse visual inputs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Elementary Physics        Unit Code 9SPH 

       
     
     
 

Introduction to Psychology      Unit Code 9SIP 
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TECHNOLOGY 
 
Energy Breakthrough 
This program consists of units with the specific aim of constructing vehicles and competing in the RACV Energy 
Breakthrough held each year in Maryborough during a weekend in November. 
Energy Breakthrough rules require that at least half the team is female in most categories of the competition.  We 
therefore encourage girls to participate. Fulfilment of this a criterion will determine if the unit will run.  
The project will fulfil all requirements to compete in: 

 Human Powered Vehicle (HPV) Class B, Years 7-10.  
 
The Project will involve: 

 investigation of engineering design and meeting specific criteria, particularly those related to safety 
requirements 

 investigation of resistance factors influencing performance 

 investigation of materials to optimise strength and performance 

 calculations and testing related to gear ratios, tyre pressure and performance 

 resolutions of problems relating to vehicle mass and performance  

 investigation of diet and performance, planning menus and catering 

 investigation of training programs to optimise performance 

 use of technology to optimise design and performance 

 record keeping, data collection and analysis 

 report writing on research, investigations and calculations 

 verbal and visual presentations of all aspects of design, research, testing, training, curriculum and community 
involvement 

 the development of social competencies necessary to work effectively as a team. 
 
 
 

 
                 

Strands  Product Design Technology  
Civics & Citizenship  
Science       
Health and Physical Education     
 

Learning Focus 
Students undertake personal training to increase fitness levels for participation in 24 hour HPV (Human Powered 
Vehicle) event. Students WILL be required to participate in the RACV Energy Breakthrough 24 hour Challenge. This 
event is held in Maryborough, Victoria in November. 
 
The unit will focus on - 

 vehicle design and construction 

 vehicle testing 

 vehicle modification  

 investigating forces and calculations 

 materials investigation and testing 

 data collection and analysis  

 identifying and establishing community links and support 

 identifying and obtaining sponsorship. 
 

Energy Breakthrough        Unit Code    9TEB 

This unit runs the whole year     
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Strands  Product Design Technology    
 
Learning Focus 
Students participating in this unit will - 

 use the metal lathe and other metal workshop tools and equipment to construct and design several projects 

 communicate achievement and design options through various techniques 

 investigate materials and equipment associated with the metals workshop/industries. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Strands  Product Design Technology    
 
Learning Focus 
Students will construct basic articles of furniture suitable for the home. They will explore different joining techniques 
and suitable finishing techniques. Products to be made will include a coffee table.  
Students will - 

 design and construct products using timber and wood technology skills 

 assess and evaluate their work using appropriate language and terminology 

 undertake a wide range of design activities and exercises 

 carry out investigations into materials and make informed decisions about their appropriate use and their 
practicality for a given situation 

 develop an understanding of the correct handling and safe use of hand and power tools. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Strands  Product Design Technology 
 
Learning Focus 
Students will -  

 respond to design briefs to create jewellery using a variety of materials 

 submit plans and sketches of proposed items using a range of materials and follow through to the finished 
product 

 analyse the appropriateness of using specific materials, including emerging materials for specific purposes 

 develop jewellery items using design and technology skills and knowledge of processes, including proposing 
and experimenting to create new or improved products 

 learn to use different tools, equipment and materials to construct products 

 present a production report and evaluate the finished product using the correct language of jewellery ideas 
suitable for selected audiences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creative Metals        Unit Code 9TCM 

    
       
     
     
 

Functional Furniture       Unit Code 9TFF 

    
       
     
     
 

Jewellery Making        Unit Code 9TJM 
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Strands  Product Design Technology    
 
Learning Focus 
Students will enhance their woodworking skills by designing and constructing furniture suitable for the outdoors. 
They will use techniques which will make the completed product able to withstand the demands of the outdoor 
environment. This includes using suitable glues, varnishes, oils and fastenings.  
Students will - 

 undertake a variety of processes to design and construct practical products made from timber 

 investigate suitable materials and jointing techniques 

 evaluate their finished product using a variety of methods and share their findings using appropriate 
language and conventions 

 discuss the outcomes of their production with a variety of people using subject specific language and 
content 

 develop an understanding of the correct handling and safe use of hand and power tools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strands  Product Design Technology    
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will design and construct wooden toys suitable for children.  
Students will - 

 design and construct toys made entirely from timber 

 undertake design activities and exercises 

 communicate their progress by evaluating their work using appropriate language and terminology 

 investigate various materials suitable for toy making with an emphasis on wooden toys and safety 
regulations 

 develop an understanding of the correct personal protective equipment required for the safe use of hand 
and power tools. 
 

 
 

Strands  Product Design Technology    
 

 
Learning Focus 
Students will work with a range of tools, equipment and materials to create and produce garments. In this unit there 

is an emphasis on Textiles techniques. 

Students will - 

 investigate the structure of fabrics and work with both woven and knitted fabrics 

 Work with design briefs to make decisions on design problems, including suitable fabric choices 

 focus on the understanding and use of commercial patterns for garment production 

 investigate methods of displaying and illustrating design ideas 

 adopt safe work practices using a range of tools, equipment and materials to create, plan and produce items 

for a specific need. 

 

 

Outdoor Furniture        Unit Code 9TOF 

    
       
     
     
 

Wooden Toys         Unit Code 9TWT 

    
       
     
     
 

Textiles          Unit Code 9TEX 
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Strands  Product Design Technology    
 

Learning Focus 
In this unit there is an emphasis on Textile Techniques. Students will design, plan, produce and evaluate Textile 

products, working with a range of tools, equipment and materials. 

Students will - 

 Work with design briefs to develop an understanding of the creative problem solving process 

 investigate how the elements and principles of design can be used to enhance their work 

 be encouraged to use a variety of techniques and processes including tie-dyeing, fabric printing, patchwork 

and fabric enhancement to create and produce items including clothing, accessories and soft furnishings 

 be required to monitor their individual learning needs and reflect on their learning 

 present and display projects using a variety of creative methods 

 adopt safe work practices using a range of tools, equipment and materials to create, plan and produce items 

for a specific need. 

 

 
 
 

 
Strands  Product Design Technology   

Health and Physical Education  
 

Learning Focus 
Healthy eating is the basis of maintaining a healthy life but it doesn’t have to be boring. This course looks at fun and 
tasty food that can contribute to our daily diet.  
Students will - 

 use the Australian Dietary Guidelines to assist them in making healthy choices 

 work individually and in teams to create a variety of dishes and reflect on the reasons behind their choices 

 develop creativity and design skills through the decoration of a themed birthday cake. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Strands  Product Design Technology   

Health and Physical Education  
 

Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 explore the foods of the world that have shaped Australia’s diverse cuisine 

 create a portfolio of recipes, design briefs and information about the wonderful taste sensations on offer 

throughout the world 

 produce a variety of dishes which reflect the cuisines of countries around the world.  

Textiles Enriched        Unit Code 9TTE 

    
       
     
     
 

What’s on the Menu?            Unit Code 9TWM 
(FOOD STUDIES)     
       
     
     
 

Wide World of Food       Unit Code 9TWF 
(FOOD STUDIES)    
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Year 10 

 
 
 

Core Units 
 
At Year 10, students are ready to pursue an individual learning path, with career options being clarified. They are 
required to select English, Mathematics and Pastoral.  
 

Units Running Whole Year 

English 

Mathematics 

Pastoral 

Units Running 1 Semester 

Humanities (Elective) 

Science (Elective) 

 
Students will have to opportunity to choose eight (8) electives but they must choose a minimum of one Science 
subject and one Humanities subject. The remaining six (6) electives are student choice to best meet their 
educational and careers pathways.  

 
 
ENGLISH 
 

Title  English         Unit Code 10ENG 
Strands  English    
 

Learning Focus 
 
Receptive Modes (Listening, Reading and Viewing) 

 By the end of Year 10, students evaluate how text structures can be used in innovative ways by different 
authors. They explain how the choice of language features, images and vocabulary contributes to the 
development of individual style 

 They develop and justify their own interpretations of texts. They evaluate other interpretations, analysing 
the evidence used to support them. They listen for the ways features within texts can be manipulated to 
achieve particular effects. 
 

Productive Modes (Speaking, Writing and Creating) 

 Students show how the selection of language features can achieve precision and stylistic effect. They explain 
different viewpoints, attitudes and perspectives through the development of cohesive and logical 
arguments. They develop their own style by experimenting with language features, stylistic devices, text 
structures and images 

 Students create a wide range of texts to articulate complex ideas. They make presentations and contribute 
actively to class and group discussions. They building on others' ideas to solve problems, justify opinions and 
develop and expand arguments. They demonstrate their understanding of grammar, vary vocabulary choices 
for impact and accurately use spelling and punctuation when creating and editing texts. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Evaluate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Explain
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Develop
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Justify
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Evaluate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Explain
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Develop
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Complex
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Demonstrate
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MATHEMATICS 
 
Option 1 

Mathematics (Standard)       Unit Code 10MTH 
Strands  Mathematics   
 
Learning Focus 
In Number and Algebra, students will - 

 connect the compound interest formula to repeated applications of simple interest using appropriate digital 
technologies 

 factorise and expand a variety of algebraic expressions using a range of skills and techniques and substitute 
values into formulas to determine an unknown 

 solve problems involving a range of linear equations and inequalities algebraically and by using graphical 
techniques  

 explore the connection between algebraic and graphical representations of relations such as simple 
quadratics, circles and exponentials using digital technology 

 solve simple quadratic equations using a range of strategies. 
 

In Measurement and Geometry, student will - 

 solve problems involving surface area and volume for a range of prisms, cylinders and composite solids 

 formulate proofs involving congruent triangles and angle properties 

 apply logical reasoning to proofs and numerical exercises involving plane shapes  

 solve right-angled triangle problems including those involving direction and angles of elevation and 
depression. 
 

In Statistics and Probability, students will - 

 describe the results and assign probabilities for a range of two and threestep chance experiments 

 investigate the concept of independence and improve their understanding of the language used in 
probability 

 calculate and interpret statistical measures such as quartiles and interquartile range 

 construct, compare and interpret box plots, histograms, scatterplots and dotplots 

 investigate and describe bivariate numerical data where the independent variable is time 

 evaluate statistical reports in the media and other places by linking claims to displays, statistics and 
representative data. 
 

This unit leads into VCE General or VCAL Mathematics. 
 
Option 2 
Application required 

 
Pre-Methods        Unit Code   11MPM 
  
Pre Methods is a VCE unit for students who intend to study Mathematical Methods Units 1&2 in Year 11. 
The areas of study for Unit 1 and Unit 2 are Arithmetic, Data Analysis and Simulation, Algebra, Graphs of Linear and 
Non-linear Relations, Decision and Business Mathematics and Geometry and Trigonometry. 
 
Learning Focus 
In Number and Algebra, students will - 

 define rational and irrational numbers and perform operations with surds and fractional indices 

 use the definition of a logarithm to establish and apply the laws of logarithms and investigate logarithmic 
scales in measurement 

 investigate the concept of a polynomial and apply the factor and remainder theorems to solve problems 

 devise and use algorithms and simulations to solve mathematical problems  

 describe, interpret and sketch parabolas, hyperbolas, circles and exponential functions and their 
transformations  
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 solve simple exponential equations 

 apply understanding of polynomials to sketch a range of curves and describe the features of these curves 
from their equation  

 factorise monic and non-monic quadratic expressions and solve a wide range of quadratic equations derived 
from a variety of contexts 

 use function notation to describe the relationship between dependent and independent variables in 
modelling contexts  

 solve simultaneous equations using systematic guess-check-and-refine with digital technology. 
 

In Measurement and Geometry, student will - 

 solve problems involving surface area and volume of right pyramids, right cones, spheres and related 
composite solids 

 prove and apply angle and chord properties of circles 

 establish the sine, cosine and area rules for any triangle and solve related problems  

 use the unit circle to define trigonometric functions as functions of a real variable, and graph them with and 
without the use of digital technologies  

 solve simple trigonometric equations  

 apply Pythagoras’ theorem and trigonometry to solving three-dimensional problems in right-angled 
triangles. 
 

In Statistics and Probability, students will 

 investigate reports of studies in digital media and elsewhere for information on their planning and 
implementation  

 calculate and interpret the mean and standard deviation of data and use these to compare data set 

 Investigate the effect of individual data values, including outliers, on the standard deviation 

 Use digital technology to investigate bivariate numerical data sets. Where appropriate use a straight line to 
describe the relationship allowing for variation, make predictions based on this straight line and discuss 
limitations.  

 
Students achieving high levels of competence in Year 9 Mathematics, and wishing to be enrolled in this unit, will need 
to apply on the appropriate application form. Students gain two units of VCE credit with the subject. 
 
 
PASTORAL 
 

Pastoral          Unit Code 10PAS 
Strands  Health and Physical Education  

   Critical & Creative Thinking   
  Personal & Social Capabilities  

  
All Years 9 and 10 students complete Pastoral as part of their core studies. Pastoral is designed to strengthen 
engagement between students and staff. The subject looks to build student capabilities, self-awareness, resilience 
and social and life skills. At Year 10 there are a few main focus areas for Pastoral. 
These are - 

 goals, study skills and work skills 

 leadership, peer support and teamwork 

 life skills 

 mental health 

 drug education 

 respect and safe sex 

 pathways/careers 

 stereotypes and gender 

 community engagements 

 the world that shapes us 

 VCE preparation 
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YEAR 10 – Elective Units 
 

 CODE TITLE PAGE 
The Arts 10AAP   ADVANCED PHOTOSHOP 32 

10ACM   CERAMICS 32 

10ACG   COMPUTER GRAPHICS 32 

10ACD   CREATIVE DANCE 33 

10ADP   DARKROOM AND DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 33 

10ADR   DRAMA 34 

10ADG   DRAWING 34 

10AMD   MEDIA 34 

10AMP   MUSIC PERFORMANCE 35 

10APN   PAINTING 35 

10ASC   SCULPTURE 36 

10AVC   VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN 36 

English 10ECW   CREATIVE WRITING 37 

10EJN JOURNALISM 37 

10ELT LITERACY  37 

Health & 
PE 

10PCS COMPETITIVE SPORTS 38 

10PESS EXERCISE SPORT SCIENCE 38 

10POE   OUTDOOR EDUCATION 38 

10PPF PERSONAL FITNESS 39 

10PRL RECREATION & LEISURE 39 

10PSE SPORTING EXCELLENCE  39 

Humanities 10HGS HISTORY - GLOBAL STUDIES 40 

10HLS   LEGAL STUDIES 40 

10HMM   ACCOUNTING - MONEY AND ME 41 

10HPH   PHILOSOPHY 41 

10HSM SOCIOLOGY - SOCIAL MOVEMENTS & MEDIA 41 

10HTT   GEOGRAPHY - TRAVEL AND TOURISM 42 

ICT 10IMM   CREATING WITH MULTIMEDIA 43 

10IDG   DESIGNING AND DEVELOPING GAMES 43 

10ICS   DIY COMPUTER SYSTEMS 44 

10ISD   INTRODUCTION TO SOFTWARE DESIGN 44 

LOTE 10LCJ COMMUNICATING IN JAPANESE FOR TRAVEL 45 

10LJP JAPANESE  45 

10LGE GERMAN  46 

Science 10SCH   CHEMISTRY 47 

10SENV ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 47 

10SEVP  EVOLVE OR PERISH 48 

10SNP   NEWTON’S PHYSICS 48 

10SSL   SCIENCE FOR LIFE 48 

Technology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10TAW   ADVANCED WOODWORK 49 

10TCM   BASIC CAR MAINTENANCE 49 

10TEL ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS AND CONSTRUCTION 49 

10TMS  FISHING AND MARINE STUDIES 50 

10TMF   METAL FABRICATION 50 

10TSE SMALL ENGINES 50 

10TWT WOOD TURNING 50 

10TEX TEXTILES 51 

10TTE TEXTILES ENRICHED 51 

10TFC   FOOD CHOICES FOR EVERYONE 52 

10TFY  FOODS FOR YOU 52 
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THE ARTS 

 

 
 
  
Strands  The Arts     
 

Learning Focus 
Students will explore the amazing variety of creative special effects possible with Adobe Photoshop CS4. 
They will learn how to create surreal artworks which fool the eye.  
Projects will include - 

 creating realistic illusions such as levitation, surrealism, abstraction and combined objects 

 using layer modes and displacement maps to create unusual effects 

 using advanced Photoshop techniques to assemble and enhance images 

 using digital cameras, scanners and graphic tablets 

 selecting and following online Photoshop tutorials 

 using a range of ideas and themes, including some negotiated topics 

 investigating the work of professional artists to look at different styles and techniques. 
 

Recommended as preparation for VCE Studio Arts, Studio Arts Photography and Art. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strands  The Arts     
 

Learning Focus 
Ceramics explores a variety of techniques and processes to develop skills in the production of three-dimensional 
forms.  
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 create functional items for the home and decorative artworks 

 explore techniques such as wheel work and hand building 

 trial different surface techniques such as sgraffito and glazes 

 maintain a visual diary with records of all the stages of completion of their pieces of work as well as an 

evaluation of completed pieces 

 use appropriate Arts language to discuss and analyse ceramics. 
 

Recommended as preparation for VCE Art and Studio Arts. 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Strands  The Arts     
 

Learning Focus 
Students will produce designs using a variety of drawing and imaging software programs, digital scanners and 
printers.  They will - 

 use the computer to produce final designs 

 use the three areas of design: Communication Design, Industrial Design and Environmental Design to create 

projects 

Advanced Photoshop       Unit Code 10AAP 

    
       
     
     
 

Ceramics         Unit Code 10ACM 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Computer Graphics      Unit Code 10ACG 
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 purposefully select the design elements and principles to enhance designs and reflect their personal style 

 follow the design process to create solutions from the design brief 

 complete a visual diary containing ideas leading up to the final presentation 

 evaluate the effectiveness of designs created by designers, their peers and themselves. Online forums will be 

included. 

 

Recommended as preparation for VCE Visual Communication Design. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
Students will explore a variety of different dance styles including contemporary, jazz, hip-hop/funk and broadway.  
Students will - 

 study styles from a theoretical perspective as well as through dance practice 

 learn choreography as a class, and have the opportunity to choreograph their own dances in the style of 

their choice in small groups 

 learn about the rehearsal and refinement process 

 have the opportunity to create their own costumes and perform for an audience. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
In this unit students will learn how to use SLR cameras for both film and digital photography.  
This may include - 

 using large telephoto lenses and macro lenses, tripods and other accessories 

 studio photography using professional studio lights, reflectors and backdrops, costumes and props 

 using film SLR cameras, developing black and white films and printing them in the school darkroom 

 creative darkroom techniques  

 using semi-professional digital SLR cameras to explore advanced settings and techniques such as very fast 
shutter speeds 

 using Photoshop techniques to enhance digital images 

 using a range of ideas and themes, including negotiated topics of students’ own choice 

 investigating the work of professional photographers to look at different styles and techniques.  
 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Studio Arts, Studio Arts Photography and Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Darkroom and Digital Photography    Unit Code 10ADP 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Creative Dance        Unit Code 10ACD 
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Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 develop their expressive skills (voice, movement, facial expression and gesture) through improvisations and 

drama activities 

 explore dramatic elements in their performance work such as tension, sound, mood, conflict and space 

 work as a whole class group using a script  

 work on creating a realistic and believable character and experience the process of rehearsal and 

refinement 

 play a role in a class performance.    

 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Theatre Studies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
Drawing explores a variety of media e.g. pencil, colour pencil, pastel, ink, charcoal and mixed media. Students create 
artworks inspired by their imagination, life observations and by artists.  
Students will - 

 make informed choices on the use of the art elements and principles to create effective communication in 

their art as they develop their own style 

 trial different media to develop their technical drawing skills 

 maintain a visual diary with records of all the stages of the art process and production of their work, as well 

as an evaluation of completed pieces 
 use appropriate Arts language to discuss and analyse artworks and discover their meaning. 

 

Recommended as preparation for VCE Art and Studio Arts 
 
 
 

 
 
Strands  The Arts     
 

Learning Focus 
Students create and analyse print, film and audio products such as podcasts, advertisements, zines, documentaries, 
music videos, short films and feature films. The way individuals both consume and produce media content will also 
be studied.  
Students will - 

 explore design skills and production skills, such as film and audio editing 

 critically examine social media uses and practices, news media issues such as censorship and media 
influences 

Drama          Unit Code 10ADR 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Media          Unit Code 10AMD 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Drawing         Unit Code 10ADG 
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 work co-operatively as teams to produce media texts where challenges are resolved in a sensible, fair and 
effective manner and not seen as something to be avoided or eliminated. 

 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Media. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Strands  The Arts     
Learning Focus 
Students who are thinking of doing VCE Music should consider this subject. Students will continue to develop 
notation and theory/musicianship skills. They will develop technical and practice skills to aid them in creating and 
performing a repertoire of pieces. Strategies of improvisation and composition will be explored. Students written 
and aural theory/musicianship and notation skills will be refined and built on in preparation for VCE Music.  
At least one year of learning to play an instrument and a demonstrated ability to play it is a requirement for this 
subject. 
Students will - 

 put together a repertoire of pieces from various styles for performance 

 learn basic piano and percussion skills  

 learn musicianship and aural skills 

 create technical exercises to help them achieve their goals and prepare their repertoire 

 further develop their written and aural theory/musicianship skills  

 investigate and develop practice routines to aid their performance 

 study strategies for improvisation and composition on their instrument 

 complete a written analysis of musical works through the use of expressive elements and outcomes. 

 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Music  
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
Students completing this unit will explore a variety of painting styles, media, techniques and surfaces. They will use 
oil paint, acrylic paint, watercolour and gouache on surfaces such as canvas, paper and board.  They will 

 apply the art elements and principles to interpret various themes and to communicate their ideas and 
develop a personal style 

 trial different techniques to build and develop their skills and understanding 

 maintain a visual diary to document the development of their ideas 

 discuss and analyse artworks from different cultures to interpret their meaning using appropriate Arts 
language. 

 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Art and Studio Art 
 
 
 
 
 

Painting         Unit Code 10APN 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Music Performance      Unit Code 10AMP 
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Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will create a variety of sculptures (3D art) using different media and techniques. 
Media may include: clay, wire, papier mache, recyclable materials cardboard, and stone.  
Students will - 

 apply the art elements and principles to interpret various themes and to communicate their personal style 

 maintain a sketchbook to show the development of their ideas (planning) 

 keep a visual diary documenting their personal learning progress to evaluate and reflect on their strengths, 
weaknesses and goals 

 discuss and analyse artworks from different cultures to interpret their meaning using appropriate Arts 
language. 

 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Art and Studio Art 
 
 
 
 
 
Strands  The Arts     
 
Learning Focus 
 
Students completing this unit will be encouraged to develop a personal style as a designer. Designs will be created 
for specific audiences and purpose. Design projects will come from the three areas of design:  

1. Communication Design (e.g. product branding, posters) 
2. Industrial Design (e.g. fashion, furniture, cars) 
3. Environmental Design (e.g. landscaping, building) 

 
Students will - 

 explore rendering techniques through a range of media and materials, manually and on the computer, to 

find the best design solution (e.g. airbrushing, block shading, cross-hatching)  

 purposefully select the design elements and principles to enhance designs and reflect their personal style 

 follow the design process to create designs from the design brief to the final presentation. This will be 

recorded in a visual diary 

 investigate designs of past and present designers in context and evaluate their effectiveness. 

 

Recommended as preparation for VCE Visual Communication Design 
  

Visual Communication Design      Unit Code 10AVC 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Sculpture         Unit Code 10ASC 
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ENGLISH 

 

 
 
 
Strands  English   
 
Learning Focus 
Students taking Creative Writing will undertake an in-depth study of various genres, including fantasy, sci-fi, history, 
mystery, script writing and poetry. They will create a range of texts and focus on the craft of writing. Students will 
need to have a keen interest in writing and a familiarity with word processing tools would be an advantage. This 
subject will cover content from the Victorian Curriculum strands of ‘Reading and Viewing’ and ‘Writing.’ 
 
 
 

 
 
Strands  English   
 
Learning Focus 
Students taking Journalism will learn how to prepare a publication, from collecting news items, evidence and photos, 
to creating and editing a published magazine. Students need to have a keen interest in learning about every aspect 
of journalism, as well as being prepared to work as part of a team. Familiarity with word processing tools and 
Photoshop would be an advantage. This subject covers the English sub-strands of Language for Interaction and 
Interacting with Others 
 
 
 
 
 
           
Strands  English (Literacy)   
 
Learning Focus 

 Literacy units are designed to improve the ability of students to both read and write. Specific skills are taught 
and practised, so that students gain greater confidence to cope more easily with work in other subjects 

 Emphasis is placed on students developing the Highly Reliable Learning Strategies (HRLS) introduced by 
Professor John Munro 

 Explicit teaching of spelling and writing structures is also a major part of the unit. 
 

  

Creative Writing        Unit Code 10ECW 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Journalism         Unit Code 10EJN 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Literacy          Unit Code 10ELT 
This unit runs the whole year    
       
     
     
 



38 

 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

 
 
 
Strands  Health and Physical Education     
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 engage in a range of team and individual based sports such as Soccer, Basketball and Badminton.  

 Work collaboratively on their skill performance, and their ability to understand sports from beyond the 
perspective of a player, coach, umpire and organiser.  

This class is made up of two practical sessions where students will engage in team and individual sports and one 
session of theory where students will explore how to facilitate competitions, different coaching styles and much 
more. 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Physical Education 
 
 
 
 
 
Strands  Health and Physical Education     
 
Learning Focus 
This class is designed to enable a smooth transition into VCE Physical Education.  
Students will - 

 engage in practical labs looking at the body’s acute responses to exercise by measuring heart rate, 
respiration, etc 

 engage in activities looking at how energy systems interplay. 
This class will consist of two (2) theory-based sessions and one practical session. 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Health and Human Development & Physical Education 
 
 
 
 
Strands  Health and Physical Education     
 
Learning Focus 
This unit is designed to extend students’ knowledge of canoeing, bushwalking, navigation and other outdoor pursuits 
whilst understanding the importance of planning and preparation for extended outdoor activities.  
Students will - 

 develop a greater understanding and appreciation of the outdoors with particular focus on developing 

personal skills in bushwalking, bushcraft, camping, recreational water activities and other outdoor pursuits 

 participate in a range of outdoor expeditions with the emphasis on developing leadership skills, planning and 

preparation  

 explore the concepts of risk management, working in teams, co-operating and working with others to reach a 

common goal. 

Cost: Expeditions and day trips are compulsory. The total cost estimate for all planned extended expeditions for this 
subject is approximately $150-$250. 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Outdoor Environmental Studies  

Competitive Sports     Unit Code 10PCS 

    
       
     
     
 

Exercise Sport Science      Unit Code 10PESS 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Outdoor Education       Unit Code 10POE 
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Strands  Health and Physical Education     
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will  

 engage in training programs both inside and outside the gym 

 work on improving a range of fitness components including speed, power and flexibility 
This class will consist of two practical sessions where students will engage in different types of fitness and one 
session of theory where students will explore the muscular and skeletal systems and ways of enhancing 
performance. 
 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Health and Human Development & Physical Education 
 
 
 
 
Strands  Health and Physical Education     
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 engage in a range of non-competitive activities such as boxing, martial arts, swimming and croquet. 
This class will be consist of two practical sessions where students will engage in a range of different activities and 
one session of theory where students look at behaviour towards physical activity, sedentary behaviour and the 
benefits to physical activity. 
 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Health and Human Development & Physical Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strands  Health and Physical Education        
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 work to increase their personal fitness levels, aspiring towards elite level sporting excellence. (Application 
process, fitness testing and current personal training is taken into account.) 

 place a high emphasis on individual training, ability to perform in high performing teams and be role models 
to other Physical Education students 

 evaluate their personal fitness and physical activity levels through the use of a training diary 

 understand the importance of sexual health, relationships, personal values, and harm minimisation 
strategies in the context of overall health. 

 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Health and Human Development & Physical Education. 
 
  

Recreation and Leisure      Unit Code 10PRL 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Personal Fitness       Unit Code 10PPF 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Sporting Excellence       Unit Code 10PSE 
This unit runs the whole year.    
Students must apply for this 
subject.           

 
          This unit runs the whole year 
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HUMANITIES 
 

 
 
 
Strands  Geography     

History  
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will study - 

 geographic and historical events during the period beyond 1918 from an Australian and international 
perspective 

 the culture, leaders, people, key events, ideologies and social movements of countries in Asia including 
struggles for rights and freedoms. Students will develop geographic knowledge and skill as they investigate 
the connections between Asian nations in a globalising world 

 geographic concepts, including environmental change and management and geographies of human 
wellbeing  

 individual conflicts, looking at the causes, events, outcomes, broader impacts and Australia’s involvement. 

Conflicts to be studied will include World War II, the Vietnam and Korean Wars, East Timor, the Gulf Wars 

and the War on Terrorism 

 causes of conflict and how these can link to the role of government, particularly in relation to human rights. 

 

Recommended as preparation for VCE Geography and 20th Century History 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Strands  Civics and Citizenship     

History  
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 examine their rights and obligations as young Australians at home, at school, in the workplace and in society 
generally. They will investigate the origins of our legal system and how laws are made 

 consider the impact of the Australian legal system on the customary laws of our indigenous people 

 assess the role and impact of our legal system in relation to significant social issues, including those 
associated with the protection and maintenance of our natural environment 

 examine the criminal justice system through the use of case studies, guest speakers and court visits 

 legal issues currently featured in the media will be discussed and critically analysed. 
 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Legal Studies 
 
  

History - Global Studies      Unit Code 10HGS 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Legal Studies       Unit Code 10HLS 
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Strands  Economics and Business     

Personal and Social Capabilities  
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 develop their knowledge and understanding of how to effectively manage money so that personal goals can 

be achieved 

 investigate some of the important financial decisions that they will make in the next few years, for example, 

managing credit cards, buying a first car and leaving home  

 improve their financial literacy through the study of topics such as budgeting, superannuation and tax 

 participate in the Australian Stock Exchange online trading game to assist in developing knowledge in 

building a personal share portfolio. 

 

Recommended as preparation for VCE Accounting 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Strands  History     
  Ethical Capability 
Learning Focus 
This unit is particularly suitable for independent learners seeking a challenge and those who are not satisfied with 
easy answers.  
Students will - 

 develop a philosophical line of enquiry through a critical examination of fundamental concepts and 
significant issues 

 explore key questions and ways of thinking that will help develop an understanding of their own beliefs and 
values and those of others. 

 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Philosophy 
 
 
 
 
 
Strands  History     

Civics and Citizenship  
Intercultural Capability  

 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 answer the questions: “What is popular culture?” and “What is society?” 

 be challenged to make comparisons with more conventional primary and secondary source materials instead 
of accepting music and film as representing truth without understanding, reservation or objection 

 develop an understanding of politics, human rights and environmental issues affecting Australians by 
critiquing film and music, and focusing on values and social structures as a means of raising community 
awareness. 

 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Sociology and 20th Century History 

Accounting - Money and Me     Unit Code   10HMM 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Philosophy        Unit Code 10HPH 

    
       
     
     
 

Sociology - Social Movement & Media   Unit Code 10HSM 
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Strands  Geography    

Economics and Business  
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 examine the opportunities that exist to explore different cultures and environments via domestic and 
international travel 

 investigate impacts of tourism at various scales, including the financial advantages of the tourist trade 
compared to environmental and social costs 

 investigate practical requirements of travel including passports, visas, exchange rates, cost of travel and 

language and cultural differences. 

 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Geography 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography - Travel and Tourism    Unit Code 10HTT 
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ICT 
Information Communications Technology 

 

 
 
 
 
Strands  Information and Communications Technology     

Digital Technologies  
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 develop some advanced skills in the use of a range of multimedia software applications, apply these skills to 
design and create their own animations and presentations 

 create presentations for a range of devices including mobile devices, internet and computers 

 learn how to use tools available on the web for creating and presenting a range of multimedia including 
animation and movies 

 be able to collaborate in an online forum to showcase their work and understand the importance of real 
time editing 

 undertake some tasks as team projects, with team members responsible for collaboratively designing and 
creating information products for a specific audience and purpose 

 use devices such as drones and digital cameras to create original sound, image and movie data files. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strands  Digital Technologies     
 

Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 focus on acquiring software skills to develop interactive games and produce a variety of simple computer 
games 

 work individually and in teams to discuss and plan the flow of games 

 research and evaluate why and how interactive games appeal to users  

 analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of their games and reflect on the changes that could be made to 
meet the expectations of users 

 use different software programs to develop games for different platforms including mobile technology 

 learn how to create visual elements for their games including the development of their main characters, , 
colours and backgrounds, etc. 

 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Information Technology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating with Multimedia     Unit Code 10IMM 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Designing and Developing Games    Unit Code 10IDG 
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Strands  Digital Technologies     
 

Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 study different computer systems and learn the various components of a computer and networked system 

 examine various components of a computer and understand how the components fit together 

 disassemble and reassemble computers and fix faulty computer systems 

 research components for purchase on the online market and put together a list of the components required 
to build a gaming computer 

 purchase all the components in their list and build the computer from scratch.  This will require the 
installation of operating systems and software on their computer and the use of bench-testing to make sure 
their system is running at optimum performance 

 market their computer for sale, creating all relevant advertising for listing. 
 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Information Technology and VET Information Digital Technology 
 
 
 

 

 
Strands  Digital Technologies     
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 focus on acquiring software skills to develop simple computer programs and produce a range of simple 
programs to meet specific needs.  

 focus on programming languages that are: 
a) able to run as stand-alone programs  
b) able to run on websites 
c) able to run on mobile devices 

 work individually and in teams to develop ideas for the programs and present their ideas appropriately 

 research different computer languages using a range of resources and present the results appropriately 

 evaluate the effectiveness of their programs 

 learn how to optimise their computer using code. 
 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Information Technology  

DIY Computer Systems      Unit Code 10ICS  

  
       
     
     
 

Introduction to Software Design    Unit Code 10ISD 
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LOTE 
 

 
 
 
Strands  Languages  

Intercultural Capability  
 
Learning Focus 
This semester long unit is designed to develop each student’s ability to communicate effectively in Japanese in social 
situations for travel. The major focus will be on communicating in travel contexts and exploring diversity in cross-
cultural communication styles. 
This program encourages confidence and improved oral communication and is highly recommended for students 
planning to attend the College’s Japan Study Tour.  
Students will -   

 increase confidence in speaking Japanese 

 increase knowledge of the parts and functions of speech 

 foster an awareness of the ethical responsibility of spoken discourse 

 adapt to the needs of people of different backgrounds and culture, as well as expectations in a variety of 
occasions 

 increase confidence in themselves as communicators in their academic, professional and social lives 

 be challenged to identify, use, reflect on, evaluate and modify a variety of effective thinking strategies. 
 
 
 
 

 
Strands  Languages  

Intercultural Capability  
 
Learning Focus 
Students will - 

Semester 1 

 improve language abilities through a variety of activities including language games, singing Japanese songs, 
listening to conversations, as well as speaking practice in terms of shopping and ordering food 

 have the opportunity to communicate and develop friendships with Japanese people 
 compare the differences and similarities between Australian and Japanese culture through research projects 

focusing on various topics such as sustainability, theme parks in Japan, etc 
 learn useful vocabulary and grammar patterns in Japanese through a range of topics such as shopping, 

eating out, Japanese people and school rules. 
Semester 2 

 improve language abilities through a variety of activities including language games, singing Japanese songs, 
listening to conversations, showing people around and reading job advertisements 

 go on excursions to practise the language learnt and experience authentic Japanese films, shops and 
restaurants 

 compare the differences and similarities between Australian and Japanese culture through research projects 
focusing on various topics such as sightseeing in Japan, food production and Japanese technology 

 learn useful vocabulary and grammar patterns in Japanese through a range of topics such as travelling, 
sports, media and the workplace. 
 
 

 

Communicating in Japanese for Travel   Unit Code   10LCJ 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Japanese         Unit Code  10LJP 
This unit runs the whole year 
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Strands  Languages  

Intercultural Capability  
 
Learning Focus 
Students will – 

   

Semester 1 

 focus on extending vocabulary and grammar through language topics such as home, holidays and shopping 

 develop their knowledge of German culture and customs by researching information about family life/ 

homes and holiday destinations in German-speaking countries 

 learn to describe present and past events using different tenses. 

 

Semester 2 

 extend their interactions to exchange information and opinions on topics such as transport and careers 

 initiate and participate in class discussions, conduct research using print and electronic resources and 

reorganise information to produce effective extended spoken and written discourses in a range of forms 

such as emails, reports, letters, games and PowerPoint presentations 

 consolidate their use of the present and past tense and learn to describe future events. 

 
 
  

German          Unit Code   10LGE 
This unit runs the whole year 

 
    
       
     
     
 



47 

 

 

SCIENCE 
 

 
 
 
Strands  Science    

Critical and Creative Thinking  
 
Learning Focus 
Students will research, link and recognise patterns, order and organisation within the periodic table.   
Students will -  

 examine atomic structure in greater detail and conduct a range of experiments that involve a transfer or 

sharing of electrons 

 look at what makes a chemical reaction happen and investigate factors that affect the rate of a chemical 

reaction 

 predict the products of chemical reactions and use word and symbol equations to represent them. 

 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Chemistry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strands  Science    

Critical and Creative Thinking  
 
Learning Focus 
Students will - 

 establish through practical activities that all life requires both coordinated and interdependent systems to 
respond to their changing environment  

 explore the interactions between the living and non-living components of ecosystems, including 
predator/prey relationships and the impact of bushfires, drought and flooding on ecosystems 

 discover how global systems, specifically the carbon cycle, relies on the interactions involving the biosphere, 
lithosphere, hydrosphere and atmosphere 

 analyse how models and theories such as climate change have developed over time and discuss the factors 
that prompt their review 

 develop questions and hypotheses and independently design and improve appropriate methods of 
investigation and data collection 

 develop skills in communicating scientific research. 
 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Environmental Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chemistry        Unit Code 10SCH 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Environmental Science      Unit Code 10SENV 
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Strands  Science    

Critical and Creative Thinking  
 
Learning Focus 
Students will learn about natural selection and evolution and the development of ideas over time by examining the 
diversity of life on Earth as a function of past events and genetically driven adaptations.  
Students will - 

 use models and diagrams to represent the relationship between DNA, genes and chromosomes 

 investigate patterns of inheritance of a simple characteristic through generations 

 outline processes involved in natural selection 

 evaluate and interpret the evidence for evolution 

 examine the concept of geological time. 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Biology 
 
 
 

 
 
Strands  Science    

Critical and Creative Thinking  
 
Learning Focus 
Students will explain the concept of energy conservation by examining key theories and by conducting experiments 
relating to force, mass and acceleration of moving objects. Studies will focus on our everyday world and outer space. 
Students will - 

 examine how the total energy is conserved during energy transformations 

 investigate energy transformations during real interactions such as in crashes 

 explore the predictability of motion using Newton’s three laws of motion 

 undertake practical activities relating to motion and forces 

 examine the Big Bang Theory and the evolution of the universe.  
Recommended as preparation for preparation for VCE Physics. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Strands  Science    

Critical and Creative Thinking  
 
Learning Focus 
This elective aims to develop students’ ability to think scientifically and to make informed decisions about 
contemporary issues, the environment and the kind of society in which they wish to live. It also encourages them to 
continue to develop their curiosity about the world around them.  
Students will - 

 Investigate developments throughout the history of pharmaceuticals and the role they have played in 
improving human life expectancy and quality of life 

 apply chemical equations to summarise chemical reactions related to production of pharmaceuticals 

 explain the role of DNA and genes in cell division and genetic inheritance and its importance to our lives 

 examine the formation of the Universe in terms of the Big Bang theory 

 consider the links between science and occupations now and in the future. 

Evolve or Perish       Unit Code   10SEVP 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Newton’s Physics       Unit Code 10SNP 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Science for Life       Unit Code 10SSL 
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TECHNOLOGY 
 

 
 
 
Strands  Product Design Technology     
 
Learning Focus 
Students will design and construct different articles of furniture using complex processes. Furniture to be made 
could include various tables and cabinets and other pieces of household furniture.  
Students will - 

 design and construct products made from wood using complex woodworking processes 

 develop an understanding of the correct handling and safe use of hand and power tools 

 evaluate their work using appropriate conventions and share their completed findings 

 undertake design exercises and explore multiple options to solve complex and non-complex problems 
 undertake investigations into the appropriate use of materials to solve set problems. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Strands  Product Design Technology    
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will -  

 focus on the automotive systems including fuel, electrical, cooling, braking, exhaust and drive train 

 complete design briefs related to fault diagnosis and the designing of a workshop manual 

 work individually and in teams to develop skills in the use of appropriate tools and equipment 

 look at environmental issues related to fuel and general maintenance. 
 
 

 
 
 
Strands  Product Design Technology  
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 develop skills in the use of appropriate tools and equipment and the use of correct techniques to build and 
test simple electronic devices 

 create ideas for projects from a range of media and levels of description.  

 consider alternative possibilities for projects and select from the alternatives 

 explore appropriate ideas for designs, choosing correct terminology, and present these to both the class and 
the teacher 

 carefully test and evaluate the efficiency of their projects based on appropriate standards 

 present a production report and evaluation using the correct language of electronics for selected audiences. 
 
 
 
 

Advanced Woodwork      Unit Code 10TAW 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Basic Car Maintenance       Unit Code 10TCM 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Electronic Systems & Construction    Unit Code 10TEL 
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Strands  Product Design Technology 
 
Learning Focus 
Students in this unit will - 

 undertake a study of fishing as a recreational pursuit as well as its environmental impact 

 undertake research into a range of fish species, their geographical distribution, diversity and anatomy 

 investigate fishing regulations and safe boating and complete a report on the findings 

 investigate the environmental impact and sustainability of a selected commercial fishery 

 prepare a report on a selected marine topic and then present the information. 
 

 
 
 
 
Strands  Product Design Technology    
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 be introduced to oxy cutting, arc welding and basic metal fabrication techniques and will produce/design 
several projects 

 communicate achievements and design options through various techniques 

 investigate materials and equipment and complete other tasks related to metal working industries. 

 

 

 
 
Strands  Product Design Technology    
 
Learning Focus 
Students undertaking this unit will - 

 focus on the disassembling of both two and four stroke engines 

 complete design briefs related to fault diagnosis and the design of a workshop manual  

 work individually and in teams to develop skills in the use of appropriate tools and equipment 

 reconstruct an engine and evaluate and report on its success.  
 
 

 
 
 
Strands  Product Design Technology    
Learning Focus 
Students will learn how to use a wood-turning lathe to construct different projects from design briefs. Products 
could include small tables, bowls and other turned pieces of work.  
Students will - 

 employ the use of wood-turning lathes to construct different products using design briefs.  

 be asked to make decisions regarding appropriate tools, equipment and processes to complete their projects 

 evaluate their finished product using correct terminology and make reference to their successes and their 
failures 

 undertake research into the most appropriate/suitable materials to be used in a wood turning task 

 discuss their production outcomes using a variety of formats 

 develop an understanding of the correct handling and safe use of hand and power tools. 

Metal Fabrication       Unit Code 10TMF 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Wood Turning        Unit Code 10TWT 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Fishing and Marine Studies     Unit Code 10TMS 

 
    
       
     
     
 

Small Engines        Unit Code 10TSE 
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Strands  Product Design Technology  
 
Learning Focus 
This unit develops and builds on the skills students have experienced in the Textiles area. Students will investigate, 

design, produce and evaluate design solutions on an individual level and global level. 

There will be a focus on creativity and function of design and production. 

Students will - 

 examine their own practice as both consumers and designers/makers 

 Work with design briefs and develop an understanding of the creative problem solving process 

 be encouraged to use a variety of techniques and processes including; Creative stitching, fabric printing, 

dyeing and fabric enhancement to create and produce items including clothing, accessories and soft 

furnishings 

 look at the global environment in terms of fashion and the factors influencing design and products with 

consideration to sustainability 

 adopt safe work practices using a range of tools, equipment and materials to create, plan and produce items 

for a specific need 

 present and display projects using a variety of creative methods. 

 

 

 

 
 

     
Strands  Product Design Technology  
 
Learning Focus 
In this unit students will further develop skills investigating, planning, designing, producing and evaluating design 

solutions on an individual level and a global level. Students will design and make creative and unique pieces of textile 

work. Students will consider technological advances in textiles as well as building on traditional skills, knowledge and 

understanding. 

Students will - 

 look at the global environment in terms of fashion and the factors influencing design and products with 

consideration to sustainability 

 investigate how the design elements and principles of design can be used to enhance their work 

 explore historical, cultural and contemporary influences on Textile products 

 look at fibres, fabrics and components and their uses 

 consider ethical Textile production 

 adopt safe work practices using a range of tools, equipment and materials to create, plan and produce 

garments for a specific need 

 work independently and collaboratively to develop management skills, solve design problems and 

communicate design ideas 

 present and display projects using a variety of creative methods. 

 

Recommended as preparation for VCE Design and Technology (Textiles) 

 

 

 

Textiles Enriched        Unit Code 10TTE 

This unit runs the whole year 
    
       
     
     
 

Textiles         Unit Code 10TEX 
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Strands  Product Design Technology    

Health and Physical Education  
 
Learning Focus 
The students completing this unit will focus on design briefs around the individual needs of people in different stages 
of life and those with specific health concerns. They will - 

 increase their practical skills by completing detailed cooking tasks e.g. producing a gift basket of goods 

 gain a deeper understanding of what happens to food when it is prepared and cooked. 
 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Food Studies and Health and Human Development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strands  Product Design Technology    
 

Learning Focus 
Students will - 

 work in teams and individually and use a design brief approach to develop advanced food preparation skills 
in a variety of styles 

 prepare food according to the Australia Guide for Healthy Eating.  

 focus on safe food preparation. 
 
Recommended as preparation for VCE Food Studies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Foods for You           Unit Code 10TFY 
(FOOD STUDIES) 
    
       
     
     
 

Food Choices for Everyone          Unit Code 10TFC 
(FOOD STUDIES) 
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VET UNITS 
 
COST FOR VET 
For VET subjects students will be charged a Material Service Fee. These will be different for each VET subject and are 
yet to be determined. A list of the VET subject fees will be available at course counselling.  
 
ATTENDANCE 
Requirements for attendance for VET are the same as for all other VCE studies, i.e. students are expected to attend 
100% of their classes. Any absence must be reported to the student’s Year Level Hub Leader before or on the day of 
an absence. If this is not possible, a note should be handed to the Hub Leader on the first day back at school. 
 

‘ON CAMPUS’ VET UNITS  
 

 CERTIFICATE II AUTOMOTIVE VOCATIONAL PREPARATION 

 CERTIFICATE II BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION 

 CERTIFICATE II DANCE 

 CERTIFICATE II ENGINEERING STUDIES 

 CERTIFICATE II HOSPITALITY 

 CERTIFICATE II MUSIC PRODUCTION 
 
 

AUR20716 - CERTIFICATE II IN AUTOMOTIVE VOCATIONAL PREPARATION 
 
AIM: 
Covers the skills and knowledge required to perform 
minor maintenance and repair of an automotive 
vehicle. The range of technical skills and knowledge is 
limited. This qualification reflects the role of 
individuals who perform a limited range of tasks 
relating to identifying and inspecting mechanical and 
electrical components and systems of light vehicles, 
heavy vehicles, outdoor power equipment, bicycles, 
marine craft and motorcycles 

POSSIBLE CAREER PATHWAYS: 

 Auto Electrician  

 Auto Mechanic   

 Automotive Parts Interpreter  

 Diesel Mechanic   

 Exhaust Fitter and Repairer  

 Light Vehicle Motor Mechanic 

 Motorcycle Mechanic 

 Navy Technical Sailor  

 Panel Beater  

 Small Engine Mechanic 
 

DELIVERY: 
Internal:  Bairnsdale Secondary College 

CREDIT:  
Recognition of up to two units at Units 1 and 2 level 
and a Units 3 and 4 sequence. 
 
ATAR CONTRIBUTION:  
Students who receive a Units 3 and 4 sequence for 
Certificate II in Automotive Studies (pre-vocational) 
will be eligible for a 10% increment towards their 
ATAR (10% of the average of the primary four scaled 
studies). 
The VCE VET Automotive program does not offer 
scored assessment. 
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22238VIC - CERTIFICATE II IN BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
 
AIM: 
Provides learners with basic industry specific skills 
and knowledge to enable transition into an 
apprenticeship within the building and construction 
industries at the Certificate III level. This pre-
apprenticeship course consists of a core of common 
cross-sector units of competency that provide skills 
and knowledge in applying basic levelling procedures, 
carrying out basic measurements and calculations, 
communicating in the workplace, erecting and safely 
using working platforms, interpreting basic plans and 
drawings, preparing and applying for work in the 
construction industry, working effectively and 
sustainably in the construction industry and 
workplace safety practices onsite.  
The course also includes a range of units that 
introduce the student to the application of specific 
materials, tools and equipment and techniques used 
in specific trade sectors that underpin the Certificate 
III qualifications in the Bricklaying, Carpentry, Joinery, 
Shopfitting and Stair-building, Painting and 
Decorating, Solid Plastering, Stonemasonry, Wall and 
Ceiling Lining and Wall and Floor Tiling trade sectors. 
 

POSSIBLE CAREER PATHWAYS 

 Carpenter 

 Builder 

 Joiner 

 Building inspector 

 Site manager/foreman 

 Wood machinist 
 

DELIVERY:  
Internal: Bairnsdale Secondary College 

CREDIT:  
Recognition of up to five units at Units 1 and 2 level 
and a Unit 3 and 4 sequence. 
 
ATAR CONTRIBUTION:  
Students who receive a Units 3 and 4 sequence for 
the VCE VET Building and Construction program will 
be eligible for a 10% increment towards their ATAR 
(10% of the average of the primary four scaled 
studies). 
The VCE VET Building and Construction program does 
not offer scored assessment. 

 
 

CUA20113 - CERTIFICATE II IN DANCE 
 

AIM: 
A preparatory qualification that allows learners to 
develop basic technical skills and knowledge to 
prepare for work in the live performance industry  

POSSIBLE CAREER PATHWAYS 

 Dancer 

 Choreographer 

 Dance teacher 
 

DELIVERY:   
Internal: Bairnsdale Secondary College 

CREDIT: 
Recognition of up to four units at Units 1 and 2 level and 
a Units 3 and 4 sequence. 
 
ATAR CONTRIBUTION:  
Students wishing to receive a study score for VCE VET 
Dance must undertake scored assessment. This consists 
of three coursework tasks, worth 50% of the overall 
study score and a performance examination, worth 50% 
of the overall study score. 
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22209VIC - CERTIFICATE II IN ENGINEERING STUDIES 
 
AIM: 
Provides pre-employment training and pathways in 
the engineering, manufacturing or other related 
industries. The VCE VET Engineering program enables 
students to gain recognised credentials and to make 
informed choices about vocational or career 
pathways. 

 

POSSIBLE CAREER PATHWAYS: 

 Electrical engineering 

 Boiler maker 

 Metal fabrication 

 Mechanical or Automotive Engineering 

 Fitter and turner 

DELIVERY:  
Internal: Bairnsdale Secondary College 

CREDIT:  
Recognition of two units at Units 1 and 2 and a Unit 3 
and 4 sequence.  
 
ATAR CONTRIBUTION:  
Students wishing to receive an ATAR contribution for 
either Units 3 and 4 sequence of VCE VET Engineering 
Studies must undertake scored assessment for the 
purpose of achieving a study score. This study score 
can contribute directly to the primary four or as a 
fifth or sixth study. 
Where a student elects not to receive a study score 
for VCE VET Engineering, no contribution to the ATAR 
will be available. 

 
 
 

SIT20416 - CERTIFICATE II IN HOSPITALITY 
 

AIM: 
This qualification is designed to introduce students to 
the role of employees who perform a range of tasks 
in hospitality industries. 
 

POSSIBLE CAREER PATHWAYS: 

 Bar attendant 

 Café attendant 

 Food and Beveridge assistant 

 Catering assistant 
 

DELIVERY: 
Internal: Bairnsdale Secondary College 

CREDIT: 
Recognition of two or more units at Units 1 and 2 
level and a Units 3 and 4 sequence. 
 
ATAR CONTRIBUTION:  
Students wishing to receive an ATAR contribution for 
the VCE VET Hospitality program must undertake 
scored assessment for the purpose of achieving a 
study score. This study score can contribute directly 
to the ATAR, either as one of the student's best four 
studies (the primary four) or as a fifth or sixth study. 
Further information can be found on the VTAC 
website www.vtac.edu.au 
Note: Where a student elects not to receive a study 
score for VCE VET Hospitality no contribution to the 
ATAR will be available. 

 
  

http://www.vtac.edu.au/
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CUA30915 - CERTIFICATE III IN MUSIC PRODUCTION 
 

AIM: 
The VCE VET Music Industry program is drawn from a 
national training package and offers portable 
qualifications which are recognised throughout 
Australia. These qualifications provide students with 
the knowledge and skills to enhance their 
employment prospects within the music industry 
 

POSSIBLE CAREER PATHWAYS: 

 Music  technician 

 Sound and lighting engineer 

 Audio Engineer 

 Music Business 

DELIVERY: 
Internal: Bairnsdale Secondary College 

CREDIT: 
Recognition of two units at Units 1 and 2 level and at 
least one Units 3 and 4 sequence. Students who are 
able to undertake further training to complete the 
Certificate III in Music qualification may be eligible for 
further credit at Units 3 and 4 level. 
ATAR CONTRIBUTION:  
Students wishing to receive an ATAR contribution for 
a certificate III Music Performance or Sound 
Production specialisation must undertake scored 
assessment for the purpose of achieving a study 
score. This study score can contribute directly to the 
ATAR, either as one of the student's best four studies 
(the primary four) or as a fifth or sixth study. 
Where a student elects not to receive a study score 
for Music Performance or Sound Production, no 
contribution to the ATAR will be available. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

   

THE ARTS Art; Media; Studio Arts; Theatre Studies; Visual Communication & Design. 
 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL Health & Human Development; Outdoor & Environmental Studies; 

EDUCATION Physical Education. 
 

SOCIETY & THE Accounting; Business Management; Economics; Geography; History;    

ENVIRONMENT Australian & Global Politics; Legal Studies; Philosophy; Sociology. 
 

MATHEMATICS Pre-Methods. 
 

SCIENCE Environmental Science; Psychology. 
 

TECHNOLOGY Design & Technology; Food Studies; Information Technology;  
 Systems Engineering. 

 

 

VCE STUDIES FOR YEAR 10 STUDENTS.   

Please Note:  Applications are required. 
 


